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PREFACE
We are living today in a time of full-scale war in Europe, initiated by Russia. However, 
it is also a time in which the use – or perhaps more accurately, the misuse – of history 
has become part of the toolkit for the hybrid warfare waged by Russia.

Four years ago, Russian President Vladimir Putin wrote: ‘To have a better 
understanding of the present and look into the future, we need to turn to history.’ 
In plain language, the instrumental view of history and historiography that emerges 
here could be worded as follows: ‘I will use history as I wish to construct today’s 
narratives so that I can shape the future to my own preferences.’

Of course, this notion that history can be used, rewritten, even falsified so that it 
aligns with one’s own strategic objectives is nothing new. In his dystopian novel, 
1984 (published in 1949), George Orwell had the ruling party articulate the following 
slogan: ‘Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present controls 
the past.’ In the novel, the protagonist Winston Smith works at the Ministry of Truth, 
where he rewrites historical documents so that they conform to the version of 
events that should prevail according to the dictatorship, the Party.

And today, we can see how the Kremlin’s version of history is being used to justify 
and legitimise imperialist wars of aggression and to wipe out the culture and 
language of neighbouring countries. 

But history must never be allowed to become an instrument allowing authoritarian 
regimes to rewrite the past with a view to dictating the future. Historiography must 
remain open to transparent and free debate. Academic freedom must always be 
upheld, and we need more empirical studies on how history is used as a political 
weapon by authoritarian regimes.

More recently, the practice of falsifying history has intensified against neighbouring 
countries, not least Finland, as this report demonstrates in detail. In a series of 
coordinated information campaigns embedded within hybrid warfare, Russian 
authorities and state-controlled media have intensified their influence operations 
against Finland, interweaving history, fear and doubt with insinuations, threats 
and disinformation. The aim is not merely to destabilise, manipulate opinion and 
undermine the foundations of democracy, but also to use historical revisionism as an 
instrument for contemporary influence and the legitimisation of future action.

The author bears sole responsibility for the content and conclusions of this report.

MAGNUS HJORT
DIRECTOR-GENERAL
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ABSTRACT
– HISTORY AS A BATTLEFIELD: 
RUSSIA’S NARRATIVE WAR AGAINST 
FINLAND 2025  

Russia employs narratives rooted in a distorted version of history as a strategic 
tool to legitimise its power ambitions and undermine neighbouring states. Finland 
has long been the target of a campaign portraying it as a Nazi collaborator; a 
narrative that intensified in 2025 through orchestrated legal actions, destruction of 
monuments, political statements and open threats. At the regional level, particularly 
in Karelia and Leningrad Oblast, local courts and activist groups have been 
mobilised to provide a façade of legitimacy and grassroots support. Central to this 
approach are legal proceedings, such as rulings in St. Petersburg and indictments in 
Petrozavodsk, which construct a false juridical foundation for potential reparations 
or even – in the long term – territorial claims. The campaign follows an escalatory 
logic in which rhetoric, legal measures and physical acts combine, ultimately 
creating the conditions for renewed aggression. To counter this, the Nordic-Baltic-
Polish region must pursue a joint strategy that combines rapid, fact-based counter-
communication on an international level with protection of commemorative culture, 
international diplomacy and long-term societal resilience.
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THE CORE OF THE CAMPAIGN:
	· Legal action (lawfare): Russian courts have (for no reason) held Finland responsible 

for genocide in Karelia and complicit in the siege of Leningrad. This creates an 
apparent legal legitimacy for future claims for damages or territorial claims.

	· Vandalism of historical heritage: Memorials and plaques commemorating Finnish 
soldiers on Russian territory have been vandalised or removed. The aim is to 
erase Finland’s historical presence from the public space.

	· Political statements: High-ranking representatives, including President Putin, 
have openly linked Finland to history, Nazism and revanchism. The rhetoric 
follows the same pattern used against Ukraine and the Baltic states.

	· Amplification: TASS has played a key role as a channel for the dissemination of 
political statements to Russian media, but also internationally through English-
language publications. The narrative of Nazi Finland has been amplified on an 
international level through accounts that can be linked to Russian influence 
structures. 

	· Regional level and activists: Authorities in Karelia and Leningrad Oblast, together 
with ‘history activists’ and Cossack groups, are actively involved in vandalism and 
provocations, giving the campaign a semblance of support.

STRATEGIC LOGIC:
Historical manipulation follows an escalating spiral: narratives are established, legal 
processes provide them with a formal foundation, physical acts confirm them, and 
high-level statements and propaganda reinforce the message both domestically and 
externally. This creates an environment in which Russia is able to justify continued 
aggression, mobilise its own population and undermine Finland’s international 
reputation in the eyes of the world. Increasing military presence along the border 
with Finland can be justified on the grounds of a need to protect Russia from 
Finnish historical revanchism. The campaign paves the way for the use of legal and 
historical arguments as a prelude to more specific demands and pressures, and – 
ultimately – to aggression. The growing number of incidents involving destruction 
of monuments and attacks on commemorative ceremonies indicates that physical 
acts of historical manipulation have become an accepted method even against 
Finnish historical narratives, although there have been no attacks (as yet) on Finnish 
territory to the same extent as in the Baltic states.

Concluding discussion: For Finland and its neighbours, this means that historical 
manipulation cannot be viewed in isolation. It is part of Russia’s broader hybrid 
toolkit, where historical narratives operate alongside cyberattacks, disinformation 
and diplomatic pressure. Russia’s interpretation of history is what justifies 
aggression in various forms. The events surrounding the Second World War are key, 
but other historical events can also be included. Early communication to counter the 
narratives, digital documentation of cultural heritage and coordinated international 
responses may help to counter Russia’s attempts to rewrite history. Russian actions 
also disrupt the natural evolution of historical research and debate within open 
societies, and risks ‘holding such material hostage’.
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The conclusion is that joint and long-term action is needed to prevent Russia from 
setting the terms for history as a battlefield. That is why it is not possible for NBP 
states merely to respond reactively, one by one. A broad, proactive counternarrative 
based on transparency, research and international cooperation needs to be built 
quickly. This is as much a security issue as a cultural one: at a time when Russian 
rhetoric uses ‘Nazism’ as a code word for ‘enemy’, control over history is a front line 
in today’s battle for the future of Europe.

Areas for cooperation where joint Nordic-Baltic-Polish (NBP) action will have a 
greater impact:

	· Rapid, fact-based counter-communication in multiple languages regarding the 
most abused narratives.

	· Legal arguments to address Russian allegations of genocide and misuse of 
international treaties and court rulings. 

	· Documentation and protection of memory culture, including digitalisation and 
international initiatives via UNESCO and the OSCE.

	· Coordinated diplomatic démarches and public diplomacy on an international level 
to counter Russian narratives.

	· Proactive investments in education, popular culture, research and popular 
education to strengthen societal resilience to Russia’s aggressive history policy.
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This report is a multi-case study of Russian actions against Finland in 2025, 
using history as a strategic resource in the exercise of power. 

In the Russia of today, historiography forms part of national security policy 
and is a way to legitimise decisions, mobilise the population and influence 
other states’ scope for manoeuvre. History is a political instrument, a 
priority area for the presidential administration. Russian state institutions, 
media and representatives use historical narratives to shape public opinion, 
reinforce domestic legitimacy and influence the outside world. 

Finland is a frequent target in this respect: the attacks began long before 
the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, but their intensity has increased in 
recent years. Russian actors have repeatedly used historical themes in 
their portrayals of Finland since Finland’s NATO membership became an 
issue. Finland is portrayed as a historical ally of Nazi Germany in official 
statements and court rulings, as well as through vandalism of historical 
heritage, publications and media campaigns. Finland, according to these 
narratives, is responsible for extensive war crimes in Karelia and is 
characterised by a long-standing ‘Russophobia’. These narratives are often 
linked to contemporary issues such as Finland’s membership of NATO and 
support for Ukraine. 
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1.1 PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 
The purpose of the study is to enhance understanding of historical manipulation 
as an instrument in today’s security policy environment. This report is based on the 
understanding that Russian historical manipulation is neither random nor merely 
rhetorical, but follows a deliberate logic of history policy, strategic narratives and 
information confrontation. Through these three mechanisms, history is woven into 
Russia’s broader hybrid strategy, in which legal, symbolic and communicative acts 
interact to shape perceptions of guilt, legitimacy and justice. 

By analysing recurring themes – legal decisions, high-level statements and 
physical attacks on memory culture – and highlighting how the use of history 
functions as part of a broader Russian influence, the objective is to provide the 
Psychological Defence Agency (MPF) with knowledge-enhancing material to 
support further efforts to strengthen joint resilience against Russian influence in 
this area. The study is intended to provide an analytical, policy-relevant knowledge 
base: it does not constitute academic research.

1.2 STRUCTURE
The report begins with a broader overview that addresses some of the most 
frequently recurring historical questions and describes the evolution of Russian 
historical outlook and how this has affected Poland and the Baltic states as well. 
For Finland, the case study is preceded by a review of events from the 1990s to 
the end of 2025. 

The main component of the case study comprises a timeline of events in 2025 
which are described and categorised. A smaller element exemplifies how Russian 
television, Russian experts, social media accounts linked to Russian influence 
and Westerners who work, or worked, for RT have propagated the narratives. The 
report concludes with a discussion, an assessment of recent developments and 
recommendations. 

1.3 STARTING POINTS
Three areas are key to our understanding of the role of history in Russia’s 
confrontational strategy: history policy, strategic narratives and confrontation. 

1.3.1 HISTORY POLICY – SHARED ‘MEMORIES’
The term ‘memory politics’ is used to describe the conscious shaping and 
interpretation of memories of the past in order to legitimise politics in the present. 
In an authoritarian state, history does not exist as a free academic subject where 
research advances knowledge and where understanding of the past shifts in 
response to new research findings, journalism and public debate. Instead, historical 
events are subordinated to the regime’s need for control in order to secure 
legitimacy and support. Historical memory is no longer shaped through open, 
knowledge-based dialogue. History becomes part of security policy, and thus 
something has to be defended against free research and open debate in open 
societies. This can be achieved through domestic legislation that protects one 
interpretation of history, while other interpretations are subject to persecution or 
even criminalised.

1.3.2 STRATEGIC NARRATIVES – RECOLLECTIONS
The memory to be defended is operationalised through a strategic narrative 
formulated by the state in order to influence identity, legitimacy and cause 
and effect in international politics.1 In this perspective, the other ‘Nazi’ country 

1   Miskimmon, Alister, Ben O’Loughlin & Laura Roselle, Strategic Narratives: Communication Power and 
the New World Order. Taylor & Francis, 2013. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.taylorfrancis.
com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315871264/strategic-narratives-alister-miskimmon-ben-loughlin-laura-
roselle

https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315871264/strategic-narratives-alister-miskimmon-ben-loughlin-laura-roselle
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315871264/strategic-narratives-alister-miskimmon-ben-loughlin-laura-roselle
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315871264/strategic-narratives-alister-miskimmon-ben-loughlin-laura-roselle
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315871264/strategic-narratives-alister-miskimmon-ben-loughlin-laura-roselle
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becomes part of a long-term strategy in which the narrative follows a structure 
that is consistent with the logic of other Russian narratives. Russia is portrayed 
as the defender of the moral order against various forms of Western decay, 
neighbouring states are portrayed as ungrateful and treacherous, leading to the 
need for Russian action – be it military or legal – framed as self-defence. 

1.3.3 CONFRONTATION – MEASURES
The third key area to understand relates to the nature of conflict in the information 
domain. Various terms are used to describe this: desinformatsija (disinformation), 
active measures, hybrid war or informatsionnoje protivoborstvo (information 
confrontation), for example. It can include political, legal, physical, psychological 
and technological influence and forms an integral part of Russia’s methods for 
achieving strategic objectives without open military conflict.2 

Collectively, this provides a framework. History policy defines the official truth 
about the past, strategic narratives articulate this truth to both domestic and 
international audiences, and measures translate the strategic narrative into action; 
legally, symbolically and physically. 

1.4 METHOD AND MATERIALS
This is a multi-case study. The method has been selected to allow existing patterns 
to be identified. The material primarily comprises publicly available sources: official 
Russian statements, legal proceedings and court rulings, news reports from 
Russian and international media, social media posts, and documented incidents 
such as destruction of monuments and provocations at commemorative events. 
Additionally, secondary literature on Russian history policy and information 
influence has been used to place the events in a broader context. The approach 
has involved using document analysis to systematically collect the events affecting 
Finland and place them in chronological order, before then categorising them into 
legal, physical, political and communicative measures. The data collection also 
includes quantitative elements through categorisation of different events. Official 
Russian statements are considered part of the influence instrument itself. 

1.4.1 SCOPE
The study is limited in time to 2025, up to and including 2 October. Events are 
listed chronologically. Even if individual events are missing from the list, the author 
is of the opinion that this is unlikely to affect the conclusions as more events would 
be more likely to reinforce the conclusions than to alter them. 

The study itself focuses on Finland, but brief comparisons are made with similar 
narratives targeting Poland and the Baltic states in order to identify patterns at 
a regional level and to contextualise the fact that the pattern is not isolated to 
Finland.

2   Giles, Keir, Russia’s War on Everybody. Bloomsbury Academic, 2022. Patrik Oksanen, Rysslands hemliga 
krig mot Sverige (Volante, 2025) and Jonsson, Oscar, Russia’s Understanding of War: Blurring the Lines 
between War and Peace. Georgetown University Press, 2019.
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RECURRING HISTORICAL  
THEMES IN RUSSIAN 
PROPAGANDA AGAINST  
FINLAND

A number of events and themes recur in this report. This may be confusing for 
readers with limited knowledge of Finnish history, particularly relating to the 
Second World War. A catalogue of Russian narratives with no context would then 
risk reinforcing the Russian messages rather than countering them. 

To understand these, we also need to understand how the historical outlook has 
evolved in Finland and the rest of the West since the Second World War. From the 
end of the war up to the 1960s, it was characterised by silence, accommodation 
and adjustment. Silence on anything that could jeopardise relations with the 
Soviet Union, such as Russian partisan attacks on civilians in Finland and the 
Soviet Union’s actual war aims in the Winter War. But also adjustment, such as 
the driftwood theory that described Finland as ‘drifting’ into cooperation with 
Nazi Germany; in other words, that Finland had passively found itself in a situation 
where it was fighting a purely separate war. This view was challenged by foreign 
historians in the 1960s, who pointed out that Finland’s political leadership acted 
deliberately when entering the Continuation War alongside Nazi Germany. 

A major public debate erupted in Finland in the late 1980s, including some 300 
contributions that were published in the Swedish-language newspaper Vasabladet. 
This debate can be said to have paved the way for broader historical awareness; 
but also illustrated that post-war memory was fragmented. A prominent figure 
in the debate was by Harry Järv, former deputy director of the National Library 
of Sweden and a Finnish-Swedish war veteran. Järv combined giving frontline 
soldiers’ experiences a place in historiography with acknowledgement of the fact 
that the struggle for the nation’s survival involved complexity and dark aspects. In 
this way, Järv and the debate that followed paved the way for a more transparent 
study of the war years.3 Collaborations between Soviet and Finnish historians 
began in parallel, thereby opening up the field further. This process also led to the 
erection of a series of memorials on the Russian side to commemorate war victims 
at various sites in what is now the Republic of Karelia in Russia.

Earlier gaps began to be filled from the 1990s onwards. These included hushed-up 
Soviet abuses such as the treatment of prisoners of war, as well as Finland’s own 
more problematic actions, such as the treatment of Soviet prisoners of war, the 

3   The debate is collected in two volumes that were published in 1992: Finland 1939–1945 (I–II). The work 
was published by Vasa krigsveterandistrikt, the Vaasa War Veterans’ District, and edited by Harry Järv. 
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extradition of foreign Jews, Finnish ambitions in East Karelia, and ideological and 
cultural affinities with Germany. Some of this was discussed in the anthology titled 
Finland in World War II: History, Memory, Interpretations (Brill 2011), where editor 
Ville Kivimäki notes that Finland was not a German satellite but a case of its own, 
thereby thus avoiding all simplistic generalisations and moralising.4 Although there 
was no formal alliance with Germany, this did not mean there was no cooperation. 
Oula Silvennoinen’s 2008 thesis, for example, highlighted the cooperation between 
the Gestapo and the Finnish Security and Intelligence Service.5

The issue of Finnish involvement in the Holocaust on the Eastern Front came to 
a head after the Simon Wiesenthal Center approached President Sauli Niinistö in 
January 2018 with a plea for Finland to conduct a comprehensive investigation into 
Finnish voluntary participation in the Waffen-SS Wiking Division between 1941 and 
1943. The SS division fought under German command and also included Germans, 
Dutch, Danes, Norwegians and Swedes. The assignment went to the National 
Archives of Finland, which engaged Professor Lars Westerlund. His findings 
were published in 2019, Westerlund concluding that of the 1,400 or so Finnish 
volunteers, there were individuals who were ‘very likely’ to have been involved in 
killings and abuses of Jews, civilians and prisoners of war on the Eastern Front.6 

Since 2014, Finland’s manoeuvring for survival as great powers seek to redefine 
borders has come into sharper focus. Notably, Professor Kimmo Rentola and 
Professor Henrik Meinander have shown in various works that Finland made 
choices under extreme pressure that carried significant moral and political costs. 
One of many examples of such costs was the resignation in 1943 of Minister of 
Social Affairs K.A. Fagerholm in order to secure grain supplies from Germany, 
which had blocked sales after Fagerholm criticised occupation violence in 
Denmark and Norway.7 Kimmo Rentola notes in Stalin ja Suomen kohtalo (2016) 
that in 1941, Germany was the only practical choice available to Finland, despite 
President Risto Ryti and Marshal Mannerheim being Western-oriented.8 Henrik 
Meinander also notes laconically that by the summer of 1940, Mannerheim must 
have abandoned hope that Finland could remain neutral between the Soviet Union 
and Germany: ‘...this would most likely have resulted in occupation of the country 
by the Soviet Union or, like Poland, the division of the country between Hitler and 
Stalin.’9 Meinander writes in another book that the notion of Finland waging an 
entirely independent defensive war suited the national self-image: ‘The idea of a 
defensive war of our own simply fits far too well into the grand narrative of Finland, 
in which the emergence of a nation and a state is still strongly associated with its 
opposition to Russia.’10

Meinander also notes that how long the Finnish self-image will be continue to be 
shaped by the dramatic final phase of the Continuation War will be determined 
by the challenges, difficulties and advances that the future brings.11 Five years 
later, Russia has turned history into a battlefield, something to be manipulated and 
twisted into a strategic narrative favourable to Russia. Finland and other states are 
not left alone to deal with their own history. 

4   Tiina Kinnunen and Ville Kivimäki (eds.), Finland in World War II: History, Memory and Interpretations, 
Brill, 2011, p. 26.
5   Another anthology dealing with aspects of cooperation and the Holocaust was the anthology titled 
Finland’s Holocaust – Silences of History (2012), which was edited by Simo Muir and Hanna Worthen.
6   Westerlund, Lars, The Finnish Volunteers and atrocities 1941–1943, Suomalaisen Kirjallisuuden 
Seura – Kansallisarkisto, 2019. Retrieved 22 November 2025 from: https://kansallisarkisto.fi/
documents/141232930/153230445/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf/05c3492b-afad-5205-a0bf-
bf035d4fa4d2/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf 
7   Meinander, Henrik, Finland 1944 – Mellan Hitler och Stalin, Lind & Co, 2020, p. 17.  
This book was first published in 2009 under the title Finland 1944 – Krig, samhälle, känslolandskap.  
The 2020 edition has been revised. 
8   Rentola, Kimmo, How Finland Survived Stalin, Yale University Press 2023, p. 5.
9   Meinander, Henrik, Gustaf Mannerheim – Aristokrat i vadmal, Otava 2017, p. 211. 
10   Meinander 2020, 363.
11   Ibid.

https://kansallisarkisto.fi/documents/141232930/153230445/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf/05c3492b-afad-5205-a0bf-bf035d4fa4d2/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf
https://kansallisarkisto.fi/documents/141232930/153230445/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf/05c3492b-afad-5205-a0bf-bf035d4fa4d2/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf
https://kansallisarkisto.fi/documents/141232930/153230445/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf/05c3492b-afad-5205-a0bf-bf035d4fa4d2/SS-VOLUNTEERS_verkkoon.pdf
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Within the body of knowledge on countering information influence, prebunking is a 
term used to refer to warning in advance of attempted manipulation.12 Therefore, 
a brief list of some of the most common themes that Russia attempts to exploit, 
distort and reinterpret is presented here. The aim is to provide the reader of this 
study with an understanding of the image that Russia is attempting to reshape. 
It should not be viewed as a complete historical account, and the reader is 
encouraged to bear in mind the complexity of history as indicated by historians 
such as Kivimäki, Rentola and Meinander. It should therefore be seen as an 
introduction to the themes used by Russia and as inspiration for further reading. 
We then proceed to describe what Russia articulates. 

2.1 FINLAND: AN ALLY OF NAZI GERMANY
It is true to say that Finland and Germany fought together during the Continuation 
War of 1941–1944. Finland was dependent on Germany for its supplies, and in 
particular, German support on the Karelian Isthmus in 1944 contributed to the 
defensive victories at a crucial moment. There was cooperation between Finnish 
and German public authorities, and German units fought in northern Finland. 
But Finland was never a member of the Axis powers, nor did Mannerheim, 
as commander-in-chief, take orders from Hitler. The Continuation War was a 
consequence of the Winter War of 1939–1940, which in turn was triggered by 
the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. 
Finland was placed within the Soviet Union’s sphere of interest in the secret 
supplementary protocol. 

The Moscow Peace Treaty of March 1940 was regarded by most contemporary 
observers as a temporary pause. Finland lost around a tenth of its territory, 
including large parts of Karelia and its second largest city Vyborg – which Russian 
troops never captured – and had to evacuate over 400,000 people. Besides 
important industrial and agricultural areas, Finland lost its main lines of defence. 
The agreement gave Russia a base on the Hanko Peninsula for thirty years. 
The security dilemma was acute, and this period – when Russian pressure was 
palpable, and particularly when the Soviet Union occupied the Baltic states in the 
summer of 1940 – came to be known as the Interim Peace. One feature of the 
Soviet hybrid war during the Interim Peace was the shooting down of the civilian 
passenger aircraft Kaleva over the Gulf of Finland, killing nine. Finland’s attempts 
to form an alliance with Sweden failed due to opposition from Moscow and Berlin, 
which were aligned at the time. 

In this vulnerable situation, Nazi Germany began to act as a counterweight. 
Agreements with Berlin on transit to northern Norway, arms supplies and 
diplomatic support reduced direct pressure from Moscow. Finland then began 
to cooperate more closely with Nazi Germany, which used its ports, railways and 
other facilities. When Germany attacked the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941, 
Finland saw an opportunity to regain lost territory and secure its independence 
from the Soviet Union. This included forces that sought to unite the Finnish-
speaking population of East Karelia with Finland – what was known as Greater 
Finland – following a German victory. The Finnish declaration of war was preceded 
by a period of Soviet bombing, which gave Finland greater legitimacy for the 
Continuation War than would otherwise have been the case. 

Finland did not participate in the assault on Leningrad but stopped at the former 
border on the Karelian Isthmus; however, the Finnish army crossed the former 

12   Joint Research Centre, Misinformation and disinformation: both prebunking and debunking work 
fighting it, European Commission 2024. Retrieved 24 November 2025: https://joint-research-centre.
ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/misinformation-and-disinformation-both-prebunking-and-debunking-
work-fighting-it-2024-10-25_en 

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/misinformation-and-disinformation-both-prebunking-and-debunking-work-fighting-it-2024-10-25_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/misinformation-and-disinformation-both-prebunking-and-debunking-work-fighting-it-2024-10-25_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/misinformation-and-disinformation-both-prebunking-and-debunking-work-fighting-it-2024-10-25_en
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border north of Lake Ladoga and occupied parts of East Karelia between 1941 and 
1944. 

A recurring piece of visual evidence linking Finland and Nazism in Russian 
propaganda depicts Adolf Hitler’s visit to Finland on 4 June 1942, on Marshal 
Mannerheim’s 75th birthday. Hitler invited himself to the celebration, and there 
was little Mannerheim could do but welcome his guest. By the end of 1941, Finland 
had already begun to realise that Germany would not win the war, and Hitler’s visit 
helped to reinforce this conclusion. The difficulty lay in determining when, where 
and how Finland could withdraw from the war intact; but that possibility opened up 
after the defensive victories in the summer of 1944, at a time when Germany had 
been weakened.

It is therefore important to highlight the fact that Finland:

	· Was never a member of the Axis powers.

	· Maintained its democratic system. 

	· Concluded a separate peace in 1944.

	· Helsinki was never occupied by either the Soviet Union or Nazi Germany. In 
Europe, London, Moscow and Helsinki were the only capitals of the belligerent 
states to avoid occupation. Tallinn, across the Gulf of Finland, was occupied 
three times, for example (by the Soviet Union in 1940, Nazi Germany in 1941 and 
the Soviet Union again in 1944). 

Finland’s actions in the Continuation War must be understood as a difficult and 
precarious security policy choice following aggression by the Soviet Union, not as 
an ideological affinity with Nazi Germany. Or, as Kivimäki put it in 2008, Finland is a 
unique case and resists all simple generalisations.

2.2 THE SIEGE OF LENINGRAD
One recurring Russian narrative is that Finland participated in the siege of 
Leningrad between 1941 and 1944 and was thus responsible for hundreds of 
thousands of civilian casualties. In reality, the Finnish army remained at the former 
border on the Karelian Isthmus and took no part in any assault on or encirclement 
of the city. However, artillery fire did occur. The realisation that restraint would be 
beneficial in talks with the Russians played a part; but it may also be noted that 
Mannerheim – and many other Finns – had regarded St Petersburg as their home 
city during the Tsarist era. A third reason for not crossing the border concerned 
military resources. Historical responsibility for the consequences of the siege rests 
not with Finland, but with Nazi Germany.

2.3 FINNISH ‘CONCENTRATION CAMPS’ IN  
EAST KARELIA
It is true to say there were internment camps in East Karelia, but they were not 
extermination camps in the Nazi sense, nor were there any plans for such camps. In 
other words, no extermination policy was pursued. Finland did not carry out mass 
killings or large-scale population transfers, although racist attitudes and plans for 
resettlement did exist. 

However, conditions in the camps were difficult, particularly during the first winter 
of the war, on account of malnutrition even prior to the occupation, food shortages 
and inadequate planning. The mortality rate in the internment camps stood at 
around 17 per cent; about the same as among people forcibly displaced by the 
Red Army in order to move them out of the way of the Finnish offensive. Things 
were therefore just as bad for the civilian population, regardless of the side of the 
front line they ended up on in the winter of 1941–1942. Mortality among Russian 
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prisoners of war was also high that 
first winter, for the same reasons. 
The harsh conditions in the camps 
are well documented in Finnish 
research.13 It should also be added 
that the winter of 1942 was harsh 
even for the Finnish home front, 
with deaths in institutions caused 
by starvation.14

Russian propaganda often uses 
a photo of well-fed children 
looking straight into the camera 
from behind the fence, which was 
taken by Soviet photographer 
Galina Sanko (see image Photo 
Galina Sanko/TASS CC BY 4.0) in 
the summer of 1944 to illustrate 
‘Finnish concentration camps’. The 
sign states in Russian and Finnish 
that approaching the camp – a 
displacement camp (siirtoleiro) – is 
prohibited. Tuuli Matila’s doctoral 
thesis describes the story behind 
the picture: Galina Sanko arranged 
the photo weeks after Finland had 
already evacuated East Karelia.15 

The Nuremberg Tribunal never 
examined, let alone convicted 
Finland, despite the fact that 
Russian propaganda often refers 
to Nuremberg in various forms. 
However, retroactive legislation 
was imposed on Finland in order to 
prosecute political leaders in the 
war-responsibility trials of 1945–
1946. This violated fundamental 
legal principles and was prompted 

strong criticism, but it demonstrates 
the influence of the Soviet Union on a beleaguered Finland that was forced to 
accept illegitimate legal principles following the armistice. 

2.4 REVANCHISM AND ‘GREATER FINLAND’
The notion of a ‘Greater Finland’, a Finland extending beyond the 1939 borders and 
including other Finnish-speaking communities, appeared in political debate until 
the 1940s. However, this narrative has no relevance whatsoever in contemporary 
Finnish public debate. Finland’s government and parliament have consistently 
respected existing borders, and there is no public support for such matters 

13   Juoko Juonola, 2019, ‘Suomalaisten keskitysleirit jatkosodan aikana nousivat uutisiin Venäjällä 
– Kotimaa’, Ilta-Sanomat, 29 October. Retrieved 3 October 2025. https://www.is.fi/kotimaa/art-
2000006289698.html 
14   BLF, Article on Signe Brander, Retrieved 3 October 2025 fromhttps://www.blf.fi/artikel.php?id=3311 
15   Tuuli Matila, Seeing the war through a Finnish lens: Representation and Affect in the World War II 
Photographic Heritage (University of Oulu, 2022). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://oulurepo.oulu.fi/
bitstream/handle/10024/36980/isbn978-952-62-3279-9.pdf 

https://www.is.fi/kotimaa/art-2000006289698.html
https://www.is.fi/kotimaa/art-2000006289698.html
https://www.blf.fi/artikel.php?id=3311
https://oulurepo.oulu.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/36980/isbn978-952-62-3279-9.pdf
https://oulurepo.oulu.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/36980/isbn978-952-62-3279-9.pdf
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in today’s Finland. Russia nevertheless uses the narrative to cast suspicion on 
Finland’s NATO membership, with the aim of portraying Finland and NATO as 
aggressive in order, ultimately, to justify its own aggression.

2.5 1944 AND THE PEACE SETTLEMENT
Russia attempts to portray the peace settlement as a capitulation in which Finland 
was saved by Stalin’s goodwill and mercy. In reality, the defensive victories at 
the battles of Tali-Ihantala and Tienhaara in the summer of 1944 were decisive in 
preserving independence. Finland became too difficult to defeat by military means, 
and Stalin chose to prioritise other objectives such as reaching Berlin first. The 
Russian peace terms were harsh: the undefeated army was allowed to withdraw to 
Finland’s current borders and the Soviet-led Allied Control Commission was given 
extensive power over Finland to supervise the armistice. The reparations imposed 
in the Paris Peace Treaty were substantial. The peace settlement was ultimately 
a combination of military achievement, diplomacy and geopolitical luck; not a gift 
from Stalin. The fact that Finland maintained its independence and democracy in 
the years following 1944 – unlike Czechoslovakia after the 1948 coup, for example 
– was due to preparations for guerrilla warfare, what was known as the Finnish 
Weapons Cache Case,16 and to excessive pressure on Finland that risked pushing 
Sweden into NATO. The Soviet Union’s strategic interest in the status quo in the 
Nordic region came to outweigh expansion.

2.6 DENIAL OF FINNISH MEMORY CULTURE
Dialogue with Russian historians began during perestroika and glasnost, the 
acknowledgement that atrocities had been committed on both sides providing 
a foundation for reconciliation dialogue. The new Russia permitted memorials 
and visits by veterans to the battlefields of Karelia. These monuments honour 
the fallen, not Nazism, as today’s propaganda often claims. Moreover, these 
monuments were erected with the approval of local Russian authorities and often 
with their active involvement; not illegally, as Russia claims today. 

2.7 CONTEMPORARY LINKS  
– ‘FINLAND AS UKRAINE 2.0’
In today’s propaganda, Russia links World War II narratives and Finland’s NATO 
membership. Finland is portrayed as repeating the ‘mistake’ of the 1940s, being 
a puppet – of Nazi Germany then, but now of the West – and having lost its 
sovereignty and acting as a spearhead against Russia. In fact, NATO membership 
is an independent, democratic decision in response to Russia’s war of aggression 
against Ukraine. The link between the past and the security policy of today is a 
deliberate falsification of history, designed to legitimise threats against Finland.

16   Weapons for 34 battalions were hidden all over Finland to enable guerrilla resistance. The legal 
proceedings would continue for several years, and more than 1400 people were convicted. However, the 
Weapons Cache Case sent a strong signal to Stalin about what to expect in the event of any attempt to 
occupy the country, at a time when the Soviet Union was simultaneously trying to assert control over the 
Baltic states and crush Baltic guerrilla resistance. 
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RUSSIA’S HISTORICAL 
OUTLOOK

For Russia, history is not a free scholarly discipline open to debate, but an 
instrument of power. It is used both domestically, to strengthen the regime’s grip 
on its own society, and externally, to legitimise expansion and undermine the 
sovereignty of neighbouring states. The memory of the Great Patriotic War of 
1941–1945 forms the core of Russian patriotic historiography: a sanitised narrative 
in which the Soviet Union is portrayed as being virtually solely responsible for the 
liberation of Europe. Its own atrocities, and its complicity in the outbreak of the 
Second World War, are denied or played down. This narrative of the Great Patriotic 
War is used to create demands for gratitude, cast suspicion on neighbouring 
states and justify new acts of aggression. History thus becomes an instrument 
of hybrid warfare: monuments are vandalised, museums are attacked, academic 
debates are manipulated and ‘Immortal Regiment’ marches celebrating Victory 
Day are exported to other states. When Finland is labelled ‘Nazi’ or ‘fascist’ and 
accused of genocide in Karelia, it is part of the same strategy; distorting history 
so that Russian imperial ambitions appear legitimate and its opponents morally 
reprehensible.

President Putin is personally involved in shaping the historical narrative and has 
expressed his views many times in essays and speeches, such as at the turn 
of the millennium: ‘Patriotism. This term is sometimes used ironically and even 
derogatively. But for the majority of Russians it has its own and only original 
and positive meaning. It is a feeling of pride in one’s country, its history and 
accomplishments.’17 When Yeltsin stepped down, one of Putin’s first decisions was 
to restore the Soviet national anthem; in retrospect, a symbolically clear signal 
of what was to come.18 The emphasis shifted from remembering history to using 
history for the purposes of the Motherland: to instil a sense of patriotism in new 
generations, and to use history as a weapon against others. During Putin’s first 
decade, the focus was on building a foundation by supporting a more patriotic 
historical narrative in which the Great Patriotic War in particular was given a sacred 
place. In the 2010s, this evolved in an increasingly aggressive direction. The 2013 
Foreign Policy Concept states that Russia must strongly counter attempts to 
rewrite history. Russia thus claims that others are using history for confrontation 
and revanchism in order to revise the outcome of the Second World War.19 In fact, 
the opposite is true: victory in the Second World War is what Russia is using to 
justify its claims to rule over others. 

17   Gudrun Persson, Controlling the Past (Frivärld, 2019). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://frivarld.
se/rapporter/controlling-the-past/ 
18   Keir Giles, Russia’s War on Everybody – And What It Means for You (Bloomsbury Academic, 2022), p. 7.
19   Gudrun Persson, Controlling the Past (Frivärld, 2019). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://frivarld.
se/rapporter/controlling-the-past/ 

https://frivarld.se/rapporter/controlling-the-past/
https://frivarld.se/rapporter/controlling-the-past/
https://frivarld.se/rapporter/controlling-the-past/
https://frivarld.se/rapporter/controlling-the-past/
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In 2015, ‘spiritual and moral values’ entered Russian security strategy, directed 
also at Russians outside the borders of the Russian Federation. For Putin, these 
spiritual and moral values focus on sacrifice. In a 2014 phone-in, he said that dying 
for your friends, your people and your country is beautiful.20 The link between the 
Russia of today and the Great Patriotic War was expressed by Putin at the Victory 
Day celebrations on 9 May 2017 as a binding bloodline to a generation of heroes 
and victors. Three years later, on the eve of the 75th anniversary of the victory in 
the Great Patriotic War, Putin wrote an essay on conquests then and now. Katri 
Pynnöniemi, Mannerheim Professor of Russian Security Policy at the University of 
Helsinki, has said it is clear that Russia takes history policy very seriously as part of 
its national security policy and emphasised the Leninist view in today’s Russia, that 
propaganda is not merely words, but action.21 Professor Stefan Forss describes 
this as a national victim narrative which draws its power from the past. It is the 
story of a country forced to battle for its existence, surrounded by hostile enemies. 
In other words, Russia is always the victim, even when it is the perpetrator.22 The 
victim role justifies the expansion.

This was also highlighted by the Estonian Security Service in its 2019 annual 
report, which pointed out that the historical facts surrounding the outbreak of 
the Second World War are hard to deny, but that this explains Russia’s aggressive 
tactics: ‘All other states and nations, including victims of aggression, are blamed 
for triggering the war. If that is not enough, the next step is to make accusations of 
falsifying history, of Russophobia and of Nazism.’23 At the heart of the defence lies 
the need to justify the expansion of the Soviet Union, as this justifies Russia’s right 
to restore the empire. Or, as Associate Professor Gudrun Persson put it, those who 
control the past control the future; ‘It is clear that the Russian political leadership 
does not consider history as an independent academic discipline, but rather as yet 
another power instrument to strengthen its national interest.’24

In summary, the Kremlin is turning history into a battlefield. By erasing memories of 
Soviet atrocities, exploiting the symbolism of the Second World War and projecting 
the roles of both ‘liberator’ and ‘victim’, Russia today seeks both to control the past 
and shape the future.

3.1 RUSSIA AND OTHER VICTIMS OF THE  
MOLOTOV-RIBBENTROP PACT 
The countries – besides Finland – that were most affected by the Secret Additional 
Protocol of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact in August 1939 were Poland and the 
Baltic countries. In other words, Russia’s weaponisation of history extends far 
beyond ‘just’ Finland. In the case of Poland, it often involves shifting the blame 
for the outbreak of the Second World War, turning Poland as a victim into Poland 
as a perpetrator.25 President Putin has repeatedly claimed that Poland bore 
responsibility for the outbreak of war, while the Soviet invasion of eastern Poland 
on 17 September 1939 is described as a defensive measure.26 The Katyn massacre, 

20   Patrik Oksanen, Skarpa skärvor (Stockholm: Bertil Ohlin Förlag, 2018), p. 92. 
21   Patrik Oksanen, ‘Varningen: Finlands självständighet kan komma att ifrågasättas’, Hela Hälsingland, 5 
December 2016. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://web.archive.org/web/20170129091711/http://www.
helahalsingland.se/opinion/ledare/varningen-finlands-sjalvstandighet-kan-komma-att-ifragasattas-2017
22   Stefan Forss, Russia’s Victim Narrative (Frivärld, 2019). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://frivarld.
se/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Russias-Victim-Narrative-1.3.pdf
23   Kapo, Annual Review 2019 (2020). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://kapo.ee/sites/default/files/
content_page_attachments/Annual%20Review_2019_2020.pdf
24   Gudrun Persson, Controlling the Past (Frivärld, 2019). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://frivarld.
se/rapporter/controlling-the-past/ 
25   Vitaly Shevchenko, ’Why Vladimir Putin is angry at Poland’, BBC News, 28 December 2019. Retrieved 3 
October 2025 from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-50918434
26   Assert the truth – ex Russian culture minister’, Sputnik, 12 February 2020. Retrieved 3 October 2025 
from https://sputnikglobe.com/20200213/assert-the-truth--ex-russian-culture-minister-1078302544.html
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a series of mass executions of Poles carried out by the Soviet Union,27 oscillates 
in Russian historiography between acknowledgement and renewed attempts to 
blame Nazi Germany.28 When the European Parliament in 2019 and the Sejm (the 
Polish lower house of parliament) in 2020 pointed out the Soviet Union’s complicity 
in the outbreak of the Second World War, both resolutions were fiercely attacked 
by Moscow. In parallel, Poland’s removal of Soviet occupation monuments is 
harshly criticised in Russian propaganda as blasphemy and an expression of 
Russophobia.29 The aim is to deny Soviet aggression, cast suspicion on Polish 
policy and portray Russia as the only legitimate heir to victory in the war.

In the Baltic states, Russia’s weaponisation of history also takes an aggressive 
physical form through sabotage and vandalism. Monuments have been vandalised, 
museums attacked and operations linked to Russian and Belarusian security 
services have been exposed. As early as 2007, when Estonia moved a Soviet 
bronze statue from the centre of Tallinn, Russia responded with orchestrated 
riots and widespread cyberattacks – the first ‘cyber war’.30 Russia also claims the 
right to prosecute EU citizens for things they have done in their own states; as in 
the case of Maria Smorževskihh-Smirnova, Director of the Narva Museum, who in 
September 2025 was sentenced to ten years in prison for ‘rehabilitating Nazism 
and spreading false information about the Russian army’. She was convicted of 
allowing the museum to display banners on Herrmann Castle in Narva, Estonia, 
during the Russian Victory Day celebrations, presenting the message that Putin is 
a war criminal comparable to Hitler.31 Thus, Russia criminalises an act carried out 
in another country, using this as a way of exercising its repression transnationally. 
However, it also signals that Moscow does not consider Estonia to be an 
independent country. This ties in with the fact that official Russian historiography 
once again denies that the Baltic states were occupied in 1940; instead, it is 
claimed that they joined voluntarily and that the Soviet era was a period of cultural 
and economic prosperity.32 The Forest Brothers, the Baltic resistance movements, 
are portrayed as Nazis or terrorists.33 At the same time, instruments of soft power 
such as Rossotrudnichestvo, the public authority responsible for cultural and 
information activities abroad under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Russkiy 
Mir Foundation promoting the Russian language, and the Moscow Patriarchate, 
the Russian Orthodox Church, are used to spread the Kremlin’s patriotic message, 
particularly through the ‘Immortal Regiment’ on Victory Day and symbols such as 
the black-and-orange St George’s ribbon. 

27   The massacre took place not only at Katyn, but also elsewhere on the orders of Stalin. Some 22,000 
Poles were executed in total, of whom around 14,700 were officers. More than 4,000 executed Polish 
officers were found at Katyn, and the whole massacre has been named after this place. 
28   ‘Раскрутку Катыни одобрил Гитлер: кто на самом деле убивал поляков?’, RIA Novosti, 5 March 2020. 
Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://ria.ru/20200305/1568164675.html 
29   Russophobia was launched by the tsar’s secret police in the first half of the 19th century and was then 
directed at Russian liberals, Poles seeking to free themselves from the tsarist empire, and others. 
30  Ivo Juurvee & Anna-Mariita Mattiisen, The Bronze Soldier Crisis of 2007: Revisiting an Early Case 
of Hybrid Conflict (ICDS, August 2020). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://icds.ee/en/the-bronze-
soldier-crisis-of-2007/ 
31   Helen Wright, ‘Estonian museum director sentenced to 10 years in prison in absentia by Russian court’, 
ERR News, 25 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://news.err.ee/1609811514/estonian-
museum-director-sentenced-to-10-years-in-prison-in-absentia-by-russian-court
32   ‘Disinfo: A true flourishing of Estonian culture, science and industry took place under the Soviet Rule 
– It does not look like an occupation’, EUvsDisinfo, 14 September 2019. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from 
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/a-true-flourishing-of-estonian-culture-science-and-industry-took-place-
under-the-soviet-rule-it-does-not-look-like-an-occupation/
33  ‘Disinfo: Forest brothers were nazi collaborators, criminals and terrorists’, EUvsDisinfo, 14 January 
2019. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/forest-brothers-were-nazi-
collaborators-criminals-and-terrorists/
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What all the countries affected by the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact have in common 
is that the Second World War has been turned into a political battlefield in which 
history is manipulated in order to legitimise present-day Russian imperialism. 
Russia’s actions have been highlighted in various official documents, such as 
Lithuania’s National Threat Assessment of 2020, which devotes considerable 
attention to Russia’s actions: ‘Russia’s history policy became one of the key 
instruments of its confrontational strategy and ideology. The Kremlin manipulates 
the Soviet victory in the Second World War (WWII) seeking to justify its claims 
to control the post-Soviet space.’34 This long-standing and persistent behaviour 
towards Lithuania is illustrated by the fact that the issue is also raised in the 2025 
National Threat Assessment: ‘Russia’s propaganda targeting Lithuania is centred 
on accusations of historical revisionism, support for Nazi ideology, and fuelling 
Russophobia. We assess that the Kremlin is seeking to tarnish Lithuania’s image in 
the international arena, to justify Russia’s geopolitical interests in the region, and to 
discredit Lithuania’s anti-Soviet resistance.’35

The Estonian Internal Security Service’s annual report for 2024–2025 highlights 
the vandalism of monuments and also points to how priests from the Moscow 
Patriarchate ‘have taken part in the Immortal Regiment campaign, which the 
Kremlin considers one of its most successful foreign influence initiatives. This 
campaign serves as a vehicle for promoting Russian historical narratives.’36

Russia’s behaviour can be summarised as follows: Russia, by denying atrocities and 
responsibility for occupation and wars of aggression during the Second World War, 
while also exaggerating its own role as a liberator, seeks to create demands for 
gratitude. By portraying those who resist the Kremlin’s claims on history as Nazis, 
Russophobes and historical revisionists, Russia is attempting to undermine the 
national identities of neighbouring states, erode their international reputations and 
thereby help to secure a continued Russian sphere of influence in Europe.37

3.2 FINLAND IN RUSSIA’S WEAPONISATION OF 
HISTORY UNTIL 2025 – FROM ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO 
REVISIONISM
The Soviet historical outlook was maintained during the Cold War; that Finland 
fired the shots at Mainila38 on the Karelian Isthmus, and that the Winter War was 
a defensive measure to protect of Leningrad. But in 1989, the official Russian 
historical outlook changed when the Soviet Union acknowledged the fact that the 
Secret Additional Protocol to the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact both existed and was 
illegal. Russian history policy affecting Finland can be described, over a quarter 
of a century, in different phases such as acknowledgement, reinterpretation and 
institutionalisation, as well as confrontation.

34   State Security Department of the Republic of Lithuania & Second Investigation Department under the 
Ministry of National Defence, National Threat Assessment 2019 (Vilnius, 2019). Retrieved 3 October 2025 
from https://www.vsd.lt/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2019-Gresmes-internetui-EN.pdf
35   State Security Department of the Republic of Lithuania & Defence Intelligence and Security Service, 
National Threat Assessment 2024 (VSD / Lietuvos gynybos žvalgybos ir saugumo tarnyba, 2025), p. 
[insert page if citing a specific page]. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.vsd.lt/wp-content/
uploads/2025/03/2025-ENG.pdf
36  Kapo, Annual Review 2024–2025 (Estonian Internal Security Service, 2025). Retrieved 3 October 2025 
from https://kapo.ee/sites/default/files/content_page_attachments/annual-review-2024-2025.pdf
37   Patrik Oksanen, Rysslands hemliga krig mot Sverige (Volante, 2025).
38   On the afternoon of 26 November 1939, Finnish troops on the Karelian Isthmus observed seven 
explosions on the Soviet side, near the village of Mainila. The Soviet Union’s official explanation was that 
Finnish artillery had opened fire, killing four Russian soldiers and wounding nine. That evening, a note was 
delivered to Finland demanding that Finnish forces withdraw several tens of kilometres from the border. 
Diplomatic relations were severed the next day, and the Soviet Union attacked on 30 November. Finland 
had no artillery capable of shelling Mainila: instead the NKVD – predecessor of the KGB – had staged a 
provocation that Stalin could use as a pretext for an attack. 
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3.2.1 1990S – ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
When Boris Yeltsin was president, Russia’s historical outlook was characterised 
by openness and a willingness to understand the past; a development that had 
already begun under Gorbachev. This was a time when Finnish and Russian 
historians could cooperate and compare information from different archives, 
and memorials were erected in Karelia. This acknowledgement of abuses – both 
Moscow’s war of aggression and the atrocities committed on both sides – formed 
part of the reconciliation. Yeltsin said in 1994 that the Winter War was Stalin’s 
crime against Finland.39 This acknowledgement signalled a clear desire to put the 
past behind them and make it history rather than politics. Russian diplomat Sergei 
Belyayev, who served at the embassy in Helsinki in the 1990s, followed the Russian 
line of that time and expressed his firm belief that Stalin’s aim was to Sovietise 
Finland, just as it did to Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.40 Belyayev referred to a 
statement by Vyacheslav Molotov, Soviet Foreign Minister, relating to the League 
of Nations’ protest against the Soviet attack as clear evidence of Stalin’s objective: 
‘The Soviet Union does not wage any war against the Finnish Republic, there is 
an agreement with the Finnish People’s Republic, with the Kuusinen government41 
(signed literally on the second day of the war). The old government has fled 
and abandoned the country to its fate. The Soviet troops are only assisting the 
aforementioned government in defeating White Finnish robber bands.’42 Belyayev is 
now Russia’s ambassador to Sweden and represents a completely different line to 
the one he held in the 1990s. 

At the same time, the first steps towards a more politicised general Russian 
historiography could be noted in the mid-1990s. In 1995, on the eve of the 50th 
anniversary of the victory in the Great Patriotic War, President Yeltsin signed a law: 
‘About perpetuating of the Victory of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War 
of 1941–1945’, which stipulated that the day should be celebrated with a military 
parade.43 

3.2.2 2000–2019 – PUTIN’S REINTERPRETATION  
AND INSTITUTIONALISATION
With Vladimir Putin’s rise to power, history became an instrument for patriotic 
instruction and empire building. For Finland, the consequences of Putin’s 
politicisation of history gradually became apparent as earlier Soviet aggression 
became ‘self-defence’ once more. As early as 2013, Putin asserted that the Winter 
War had been a necessary correction of the ‘border mistakes’ of 1917: ‘The border 
was just 20 kilometres from St Petersburg and that was a significantly major threat 
to a city of five million.’ At the same time, Putin emphasised good relations with 
Finland and indicated that ‘this bloody episode in our shared history will be an 
example as to why nothing similar should ever be allowed to happen again’.44

39   ‘Finland has started the war against Soviet Union in 1939’, EUvsDisinfo. Retrieved 3 October 2025 
from https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/finland-has-started-the-war-against-soviet-union-in-1939/ 
40   Sovietisation must be understood in the context of executions by the intelligence services, the officer 
corps and political leaders, together with mass deportations: tens of thousands of people in June 1941 
alone. 
41   Otto Ville Kuusinen (1881–1964) headed the Terijoki government, which Stalin set up as a puppet 
government for the occupation of Finland in 1939. It was dissolved on 12 March 1940.
42   Stefan Forss, Russia’s Victim Narrative (Frivärld, 2019). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://frivarld.
se/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Russias-Victim-Narrative-1.3.pdf
43   Федеральный закон от 19.04.1995 г. № 80-ФЗ, Kremlin, 19 April 1995. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from 
http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/bank/7872 
44   ‘Putin: Winter War aimed at correcting border mistakes’, YLE, 15 March 2013. Retrieved 3 October 
2025 from https://yle.fi/a/3-653994
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The image of Finland as an ally of Nazi Germany was gradually reinforced. Photos 
of Hitler’s visit to Mannerheim in 1942 are repeatedly used as ‘evidence’ of a close 
relationship, while Stalin’s pact with Hitler and Finland’s decision not to participate 
in the attack on Leningrad were downplayed or omitted entirely. In 2016, red paint 
was thrown over a plaque in St Petersburg commemorating Marshal Mannerheim, 
who had previously served as a general in the tsar’s army.45

Victory Day celebrations on 9 May reached Finland in 2017 with the ‘Immortal 
Regiment’ march, in which 250 people took part. The procession ended at the 
Russian Orthodox church in Hietaniemi Cemetery; the same cemetery where 
Marshal Mannerheim is buried, and where there is a memorial stone to Swedish 
volunteers whose bodies were never recovered from the battlefield.46

Putin’s rehabilitation of Stalin has resulted in Russia attempting to erase Stalin’s 
purges in Karelia in the 1930s. No one knows how many Finns were among 
Stalin’s victims; estimates vary from 8,000 to 25,000 up until the 1950s.47 Many 
were executed, others were sent to the Gulag. At the same time, Russia began 
to portray Finland as a country that had committed war crimes on a large scale 
during the Continuation War. And this is where Russia attempted to reconcile the 
dual interests of rehabilitating Stalin and targeting Finland. The Russian Military 
Historical Society has been attempting to find the remains of Soviet prisoners of 
war in excavations at Sandarmokh, on the northern side of Lake Onega. These 
people were allegedly executed by Finland, at the very same site where Stalin’s 
victims, murdered by the NKVD, were buried in one of the largest mass graves. 
Meanwhile, the Russian authorities have imprisoned the person who knows 
better than anyone who is buried at Sandarmokh, and why. Karelian historian Yuri 
Dmitriev was first arrested in 2016. After many twists and turns involving releases, 
acquittals, convictions and appeals, he was sentenced to fifteen years of hard 
labour in December 2021. Dmitriev’s real crime is that he spent three decades 
digging up the victims of Stalin’s purges in the Karelian forests.48 At least 6,000 
people are buried there: prisoners from the Solovki penal colony, prisoners who 
dug the Belomor Canal and villagers from Karelia who were arbitrarily arrested 
by the NKVD. A total of 58 different nationalities are buried in Sandarmokh, with 
Finns making up the second largest group.49 

Associate professor Johan Bäckman50, well known for his work with Russian 
influence operations, has also been involved in promoting the notion that Finland 
executed prisoners at Sandarmokh. He visited the Russian Military Historical 

45   ‘Mannerheim memorial raises hackles in Russia’, YLE, 9 August 2016. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from 
https://yle.fi/a/3-9082198
46   Georgina Gaskin, ‘Russians Celebrate Their First “Victory Day” in Finland’, Finland Today, 10 May 2017. 
Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://finlandtoday.fi/russians-celebrate-their-first-victory-day-in-finland/
47   The Soviet part of Karelia had a large Finnish population made up of the defeated Red side in the 
Civil War. A number of American Finns came to Karelia. too. From Sweden, quite a few people came from 
Kiruna: the Kiruna Swedes, as they are known. The exact number is unknown, but the Living History Forum 
estimates the figures to be in the hundreds. These too were victims of Stalin’s large-scale purges, and so 
there are Swedes buried in Sandarmokh. 
48  Kaa Eneberg, ‘Jurij Dmitrijev fick 15 års straffarbete’, Frivärld, 28 December 2021. Retrieved 3 October 
2025 from https://frivarld.se/sakerhetsradet/jurij-dmitrijev-fick-15-ars-straffarbete/
49   Anna-Lena Laurén, ‘Varje människa har rätt till en grav: Jurij Dmitrijev har vigt sitt liv åt att gräva upp 
lik i ryska Karelen’, Hufvudstadsbladet, 19 September 2017. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.hbl.
fi/artikel/varje-manniska-har-ratt-till-en-grav-jurij-dmitrijev-har-vigt-sitt-liv-at-att-grava-upp-lik-i-ryska-
karelen/
50   Johan Bäckman, a Finnish citizen, has been the Nordic director of the Russian think tank RISS, which 
operates under the presidential administration in the Kremlin and is usually described as a spin-off of the 
SVR, the Russian foreign intelligence service. Johan Bäckman was also convicted by the Supreme Court 
of Finland for the unlawful harassment of YLE journalist Jessikka Aro in 2022. 

https://yle.fi/a/3-9082198
https://yle.fi/a/3-9082198
https://finlandtoday.fi/russians-celebrate-their-first-victory-day-in-finland/
https://finlandtoday.fi/russians-celebrate-their-first-victory-day-in-finland/
https://frivarld.se/sakerhetsradet/jurij-dmitrijev-fick-15-ars-straffarbete/
https://frivarld.se/sakerhetsradet/jurij-dmitrijev-fick-15-ars-straffarbete/
https://www.hbl.fi/artikel/varje-manniska-har-ratt-till-en-grav-jurij-dmitrijev-har-vigt-sitt-liv-at-att-grava-upp-lik-i-ryska-karelen/
https://www.hbl.fi/artikel/varje-manniska-har-ratt-till-en-grav-jurij-dmitrijev-har-vigt-sitt-liv-at-att-grava-upp-lik-i-ryska-karelen/
https://www.hbl.fi/artikel/varje-manniska-har-ratt-till-en-grav-jurij-dmitrijev-har-vigt-sitt-liv-at-att-grava-upp-lik-i-ryska-karelen/
https://www.hbl.fi/artikel/varje-manniska-har-ratt-till-en-grav-jurij-dmitrijev-har-vigt-sitt-liv-at-att-grava-upp-lik-i-ryska-karelen/


29

HISTORY AS A BATTLEFIELD: RUSSIA’S INFORMATION WAR AGAINST FINLAND 2025

Society’s excavations in August 2019.51 The Russian Military Historical Society, 
Johan Bäckman and Sandarmokh will be appearing in the campaign against Finland 
in 2025. 

In this increasingly hostile climate, new accusations began to be directed at 
Finland. The portrayal of the internment camps in East Karelia became more 
centralised, the Russian media beginning to equate the camps with Nazi death 
camps. 

3.2.3 2019–2024 CONFRONTATION 
It was in the autumn of 2019, on the eve of the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Winter War, that Russia’s escalation towards confrontation began in earnest. 
The Rossiyskaya Gazeta newspaper recycled the old Soviet lie that Finland was 
responsible for the shooting in Mainila.52 The security service FSB published 
alleged information about conditions in what it called Finnish concentration camps 
in Karelia, which led to accusations in the Russian media of ethnic cleansing.53 
In April 2020, the FSB again released archival documents that prompted new 
headlines in the Russian media about death camps in Karelia.54 The RIA Novosti 
news agency reported the claim that Finland deliberately used starvation as a 
murder weapon.55 That same month, Russia announced that allegations of Finnish 
war crimes would be investigated as genocide against Russian civilians in Karelian 
internment camps. Responsibility for the investigation fell to the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation, a federal prosecution authority directly 
answerable to President Putin.56 It was then announced that charges had been 
brought – even though no suspects could be prosecuted – for the murder of 
prisoners of war, with execution methods alleged to have included gas chambers 
and burying prisoners alive.57 The accusations are baseless, even bizarre; but 
they serve the purpose of associating Finland with German extermination camps. 
Russian public is meant to think of Nazi Germany and equate it with Finland.58 

There were also several instances in which Russian legislation on history was 
made stricter. In 2022, the first sentence was handed down after the initiation of 
the official ban on equating the Soviet Union with Nazi Germany or questioning 

51   Arja Paananen, ‘Venäjä sai Johan Bäckmanin avukseen “Suomen teloittamien” kaivauksiin’, Ilta-
Sanomat, 21 August 2019. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000006210665.
html 
52   ‘Finland has started the war against Soviet Union in 1939’, EUvsDisinfo. Retrieved 3 October 2025 
from https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/finland-has-started-the-war-against-soviet-union-in-1939/ 
53   Kerstin Kronvall, ‘Finska armén beskylls för att ha misshandlat och torterat ryska krigsfångar i Karelen 
under fortsättningskriget’, YLE, 7 September 2018. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://yle.fi/a/7-
1328807
54   Arja Paananen, ‘Venäjä epäilee Suomea kansanmurhasta – Karjalassa käynnistetään rikostutkimus’, Ilta-
Sanomat, 20 April 2020. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000006480585.
html
55   ‘Без срока давности: “Это дома смерти” — история финского нацизма’, RIA Novosti, 16 April 2020. 
Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://ria.ru/20200416/1570110994.html
56   Investigative Committee of Russia, ‘В СК России проводится процессуальная проверка о массовых 
убийствах мирного населения на территории Республики Карелия в годы Великой Отечественной войны’, 23 
April 2020. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://rk.karelia.ru/accident/crime/sk-vozbudil-ugolovnoe-
delo-o-massovyh-ubijstvah-zhitelej-karelii-v-gody-velikoj-otechestvennoj-vojny/
57   Finland took around 64,000 prisoners of war; about 19,000 people died in the camps due to disease, 
food shortages and harsh conditions. Finland also executed just over 1,000 prisoners of war, including 
during escape attempts, but these were not organised mass executions. The irony is that many Soviet 
prisoners of war met even worse fates than Finnish prisoners of war upon returning home: many were 
executed. Nor was Finland alone in having high mortality rates among prisoners of war. Of the 90,000 
Germans who surrendered at Stalingrad, only 6,000 returned home. During the Continuation War, the 
Soviet Union is estimated to have taken around 3,500 Finnish prisoners of war: around 2,000 returned. 
See, inter alia, https://munin.uit.no/bitstream/handle/10037/31234/article.pdf 
58   Patrik Oksanen, ‘Ryssland hittar på om finska gaskammare i Karelen’, Frivärld, 25 April 2020. Retrieved 
3 October 2025 from https://frivarld.se/sakerhetsradet/nar-ryssland-hittar-pa-om-finska-gaskammare-i-
karelen/ 
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the Soviet Union’s decisive role in the defeat of Nazi Germany.59 Several legal 
developments concerning Finland took place in 2022 following Finland’s NATO 
application. In October 2022, for instance, the Leningrad Oblast Regional Court 
and then, later that same month, the St Petersburg City Court found Finland to 
be complicit in the genocide in connection with the siege of Leningrad.60 In his 
closing argument, the prosecutor in the St Petersburg case repeated a fabricated 
allegation that had been circulating in Russian propaganda since 2020, that 
‘Finnish soldiers were particularly cruel to children’ by booby-trapping toys and 
dropping them out of aircraft.61 

In December 2023, a memorial stone was erected at the execution site in the 
Karelian town of Sandarmokh, which helped to shift the focus of the site from the 
terror of 1937–1939 to the notion that the people buried here had been murdered 
by Finland. The inscription states that it honours both the victims of Stalin and 
‘the victims of the Finnish occupation during the Great Patriotic War’. Russian 
opposition figures and scholars have condemned this as pure falsification of 
history, as there is no evidence that prisoners from Finnish camps were buried at 
the site. The monument is viewed as part of a broader Russian memory politics 
that downplays Stalin’s crimes and shifts responsibility to Finland and the West 
instead.62 

In the summer of 2024, the Karelian district prosecutor brought genocide charges 
at the request of the Russian Prosecutor General. This took place on the 80th 
anniversary of the recapture of Petrozavodsk: the indictment referred to over 100 
Finnish concentration and labour camps.63

New actions for damages against Finland also appear in Russian propaganda, along 
with claims that Finland escaped the war without punishment, despite the fact 
that the country had to cede large tracts of land and pay heavy war reparations.64 
A prosecution such as the one brought in Petrozavodsk sets the stage for formal 
Russian claims for damages from Finland; in a parallel case, prosecutors in Moscow 
filed claims for damages against Germany in 2023.65

Russian propaganda now uses a similar line of argument to that which preceded 
the 2014 attack on Crimea. In the case of Crimea, it centres on the allegation that 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev ‘wrongly’ transferred the peninsula to Ukraine. 
In the case of Finland, it is claimed that Tsar Alexander I returned ‘Old Finland’ to 
‘New Finland’ in 1812. Old Finland was made up of the provinces that Sweden was 

59   Федеральный закон от 19.04.1995 г. № 80-ФЗ, Kremlin, 19 April 1995. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from 
http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/bank/7872 och “Russia Hands Down First Fine for Soviet-Nazi Comparisons”, 
The Moscow Times, 21 July 2022. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.themoscowtimes.
com/2022/07/21/russia-hands-down-first-fine-for-soviet-nazi-comparisons-a78365
60   Arja Paananen, ‘Tuomioistuin Pietarissa: “Suomi syyllistyi kansanmurhaan ja sotarikoksiin”’, 
Ilta-Sanomat, 21 October 2022. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-
2000009149272.html
61   Arja Paananen, ‘Kommentti: Putin kuvittelee Suomen havittelevan Karjalaa – ja siksi Venäjän 
propaganda vaatii jo erillistä tuomioistuinta “suomalaisten natsirikoksille”’, Ilta-Sanomat, 5 January 2023. 
Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000009300899.html
62   ‘Memorial to “Victims of Finnish Occupation” Installed at Stalin-Era Mass Grave – Opposition Deputy’, 
The Moscow Times, 25 December 2023. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.themoscowtimes.
com/2023/12/25/memorial-to-victims-of-finnish-occupation-installed-at-stalin-era-mass-grave-
opposition-deputy-a83562
63   Генеральная прокуратура Российской Федерации, ‘По поручению Генпрокурора России Игоря Краснова 
прокуратура Республики Карелия направила в суд заявление об установлении факта геноцида народов 
Советского Союза’, 27 June 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://epp.genproc.gov.ru/web/gprf/
mass-media/news?item=95915393
64  ‘Pääkirjoitus: Venäjä lähettää Putinin motoristit Suomen itärajalle – tätä se tarkoittaa’, Ilta-Sanomat, 18 
July 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/paakirjoitus/art-2000010571717.html
65   ‘Russian prosecutor asks court to recognise Nazi WW2 crimes around Moscow as genocide’, Reuters, 
25 May 2023. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-prosecutor-
asks-court-recognise-nazi-ww2-crimes-around-moscow-genocide-2023-05-25/ 

http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/bank/7872
http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/bank/7872
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/07/21/russia-hands-down-first-fine-for-soviet-nazi-comparisons-a78365?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/07/21/russia-hands-down-first-fine-for-soviet-nazi-comparisons-a78365?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/07/21/russia-hands-down-first-fine-for-soviet-nazi-comparisons-a78365?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000009149272.html
https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000009149272.html
https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000009149272.html
https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000009300899.html
https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000009300899.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/12/25/memorial-to-victims-of-finnish-occupation-installed-at-stalin-era-mass-grave-opposition-deputy-a83562?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/12/25/memorial-to-victims-of-finnish-occupation-installed-at-stalin-era-mass-grave-opposition-deputy-a83562?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/12/25/memorial-to-victims-of-finnish-occupation-installed-at-stalin-era-mass-grave-opposition-deputy-a83562?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/12/25/memorial-to-victims-of-finnish-occupation-installed-at-stalin-era-mass-grave-opposition-deputy-a83562?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://epp.genproc.gov.ru/web/gprf/mass-media/news?item=95915393
https://epp.genproc.gov.ru/web/gprf/mass-media/news?item=95915393
https://epp.genproc.gov.ru/web/gprf/mass-media/news?item=95915393
https://www.is.fi/paakirjoitus/art-2000010571717.html
https://www.is.fi/paakirjoitus/art-2000010571717.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-prosecutor-asks-court-recognise-nazi-ww2-crimes-around-moscow-genocide-2023-05-25/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-prosecutor-asks-court-recognise-nazi-ww2-crimes-around-moscow-genocide-2023-05-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-prosecutor-asks-court-recognise-nazi-ww2-crimes-around-moscow-genocide-2023-05-25/
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forced to cede to Russia in the peace treaties of 1721 and 1743. Within the current 
borders of Finland, this area includes parts of Kymenlaakso, South Karelia and 
South Savo. However, the Tsar’s decision was not an act of generosity. War with 
Napoleon was looming at this time, and to avert the risk of Swedish revanchism 
and an attempt to retake Finland, Alexander secured his northern front by 
promising Norway as compensation to Sweden while simultaneously reuniting 
Old Finland with the autonomous Grand Duchy.66 But there is an established 
foundation for propaganda base here that can be activated at a later date. 

The Karelian Association, which represents the interests of displaced Karelians, 
issued a warning in 2022 about a suspected attempt at influence. Members had 
received messages in poor Finnish urging them to push for the return of Karelia, 
or for the association to work to create a ‘sovereign state’ between Finland and 
Russia. The association interpreted the purpose of these contacts as provocation; 
to create confusion within the Karelian-Finnish community and encourage people 
to act against their own interests.67

The Russian Military Historical Society organised an exhibition on Russophobia 
outside the embassies of Finland and Sweden in 2023–2024. Presidential adviser 
and former Minister of Culture Vladimir Medinsky is its chairman.68

Vandalism of monuments to fallen Finnish soldiers on the Russian side of the 
border increased during this period, while escalation began the month after 
Russia’s full-scale attack on Ukraine. In March 2022, the Russian authorities 
removed six name plaques commemorating fallen Finnish soldiers from the 
cemetery in Björkö (Finnish Koivisto, Russian Primorsk).69 Monuments in Käkisalmi 
(Priozersk), Kirvu (Svobodnoye) and Kanneljärvi (Pobeda) have since been 
destroyed. In late 2024, the same happened in Äyräpää (Baryshevo) and Lumivaara.

In the summer of 2024, the Republic of Karelia decided to rename ‘Liberation 
Day from Fascist Invaders’ to ‘Liberation Day from German Fascists and Finnish 
Invaders’.70 A motorcycle festival with the slogan ‘Everything for the Front’ was 
organised in Ukraine to mark the 80th anniversary of the Soviet capture of Vyborg. 
Ten per cent of the festival’s proceeds were to be donated directly to Russian 
troops in Ukraine. By channelling funds for Russia’s war of conquest in Ukraine and 
invoking the ‘liberation’ of Vyborg from ‘fascist occupation’, Finland and Ukraine 
were linked together. Further, the Soviet Union’s aggression in the Winter War was 
erased, and Finland was transformed into a fascist state that occupied its own 
city during the Continuation War, and which has since been transformed into a 
pro-Nazi NATO state supporting ‘Nazis in Ukraine’. Funding for the festival came 
directly from a presidential fund controlled by Putin and the Leningrad Region 
Administration.71

66   Arja Paananen, ‘Venäjän propaganda havittelee jo palaa Suomen kaakonkulmasta – “Riskivyöhykkeellä 
kolme maakuntaa”’, Ilta-Sanomat, 15 September 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/
ulkomaat/art-2000010683787.html
67   ‘Karjalaiset mahdollisen informaatiovaikuttamisen kohteena’, Karjalan Liitto, 28 December 2022. 
Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.karjalanliitto.fi/uutiset/2022/12/karjalaiset-mahdollisen-
informaatiovaikuttamisen-kohteena.html
68   Carl Fahllund, Kristofer Andersson & Max Rantakangas, ‘Otacksamma grisfinnar och nazister – så 
här låter den ryska propagandan om Finland just nu’, YLE, 24 April 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from 
https://yle.fi/a/7-10076281
69   Arja Paananen, ‘Sankarihautojen nimilaattojen poisto Venäjällä järkytti Suomen Koivisto-seuran: “Kaikki 
tapahtui meiltä salassa”’, Ilta-Sanomat, 23 March 2022. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/
ulkomaat/art-2000008703063.html
70   TАСС, ‘Заксобрание Карелии поддержало переименование Дня освобождения республики’, 11 July 
2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/obschestvo/21334235
71   ‘Pääkirjoitus: Venäjä lähettää Putinin motoristit Suomen itärajalle – tätä se tarkoittaa’, Ilta-Sanomat, 18 
July 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/paakirjoitus/art-2000010571717.html
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Tucker Carlson’s interview with Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was published on 5 
December 2024,72 and the following day, on Finland’s Independence Day, the TASS 
news agency published the segment in which Lavrov talked about Finland, allowing 
him to present his complaints without challenge: ‘Look, we have been very friendly 
with Finland, for example. Overnight, the Finns came back to the early years 
of preparation for World War II when they were best allies of Hitler. And all this 
neutrality, all this friendship, going to sauna together, playing hockey together, all 
this disappeared overnight.’ Lavrov claimed this was the ‘real’ Finland, arguing that 
previously good neighbourly relations had been a burden for Helsinki. ‘So maybe 
this was deep in their hearts, and the neutrality was burdening them, and niceties 
were burdening for them. I don’t know.’73

The impact of increased Russian propaganda in recent years is clearly visible for 
Finland. In late 2024, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland published a report 
commissioned by the Levada Center, an opinion polling organisation, which showed 
that from a level of around 70 per cent positive views among Russians several 
years before the full-scale attack on Ukraine and Finland’s NATO membership, 
the figure had dropped to around 40 per cent. One in three people were unwilling 
to express an opinion. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs noted that the negative 
portrayal of Finland in Russian state media creates a conflict between Russia and 
Finland, and respondents are unwilling or unable to express clear opinions as a 
result. The surveys also identify an increasing proportion of Russians who believe 
that the Winter War was justified from a Soviet perspective. In the latest survey, 
conducted in 2024, 53 per cent of respondents considered it justified, compared 
to 34 per cent in 2019. For the first time, respondents were also asked whether 
they had noticed various historical statements about Finland; 17 per cent said they 
recognised the following themes: Finland’s participation in the siege of Leningrad, 
Finnish prison camps in Karelia and executions of Soviet citizens or prisoners of 
war in areas occupied by Finland.74

72   Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s interview with Tucker Carlson, MID (Russia), 6 December 2024. 
Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1985783/
73   ‘Finland dashed friendship, joint hockey games with Russia overnight — Lavrov’, TASS, 6 December 
2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.com/politics/1883115
74   Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, Russians’ attitudes towards Finland are contradictory, no 
major changes compared to the previous year, 26 November 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from 
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/-/ministry-for-foreign-affairs-report-russians-attitudes-towards-finland-are-
contradictory-no-major-changes-compared-to-the-previous-year
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MULTI-CASE STUDY 2025 
– BUILDING PATTERNS

The historical narratives established by the Kremlin in recent decades form the 
basis of the current campaign. In the case study of 40 events in 2025, it becomes 
clear how these narratives are not only repeated, but institutionalised through law, 
destruction of monuments and high-level statements. Decisions in regional courts 
lead to actions against several monuments on the Karelian Isthmus, where activists 
are used to create an impression of popular support, but also to disrupt diplomats 
attempting to hold memorial services. With former President Dmitry Medvedev’s 
trip to the Finnish border and then the essay published by TASS in which he 
accused Finland of committing genocide against Slavic peoples throughout history, 
a high-level political escalation unfolded in several stages, leading up to President 
Putin also making a statement on 2 October 2025.

The case study categorises these events and provides examples of how the 
message is amplified on TV, in newspapers and on social media. In addition, 
statements and initiatives made in connection with historical events are included 
as they illustrate how the overall picture looks and fits together. The categories 
are mainly descriptive, indicating which methods were used: political statements, 
legal measures, destruction of monuments, activists, commemorations and threats 
of war, but with one exception: Nazism. This was selected to emphasise just how 
central, frequent and persistent references to Finnish Nazism are. Events may fall 
into several different categories. 

The events are presented chronologically in order to provide an overview of how 
developments unfolded during the year. 

4.1 TIMELINE OF PHYSICAL, LEGAL OR POLITICAL 
EVENTS IN 2025
The timeline extends until 2 October. 

30 JANUARY: THE BLACK BOOK 
The Russian Military Historical Society’s continuation of the exhibitions outside the 
embassies of Finland and Sweden took the form of The Black Book. The History 
of Swedish and Finnish Russophobia. This book was presented at the Ria Novosti 
press centre in Moscow by Mikhail Myagkov, the Society’s Head of Research, and 
Finnish associate professor Johan Bäckman. 

The book repeats lies such as the claim that Finland shelled the village of Mainila, 
while also asserting for the first time – without historical basis – that Finland 
suffocated 400 Russian prisoners of war,75 and that Finland was responsible for 
the mass graves in Sandarmokh. 

Associate professor Johan Bäckman participated via video link, saying that ‘new 
forms of aggressive Russophobia are developing quite rapidly at the moment’ 
and that Sweden and Finland have joined NATO’s ‘military bloc, whose historical 
mission is to wage aggression against Russia’. The accession was described as 
being driven by neo-Nazi manifestations that ‘will only strengthen the neo-Nazi 

75   This accusation was entirely new to Finnish historians. Had there been any basis for it, it would have 
been addressed by the Allied Control Commission after the war. 
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“colouring” of the alliance’. Myagkov also complained about the name of the Gulf of 
Finland, suggesting instead that it should be renamed the Gulf of Petersburg.76

Category: Political statement, Nazism

14 FEBRUARY: BLACK BOOK HIGHLIGHTED BY RUSSIAN MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Maria Zakharova, spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, brought up 
the book during a briefing and repeated Russian accusations of alleged Finnish 
war crimes: ‘We are certain that the facts about the war crimes committed by 
the Finnish army and administration in the occupied Soviet territories will be a 
real revelation and come as a shock to many’. Zakharova also linked the book’s 
content and history to Finland and Sweden’s support for Ukraine: ‘All of this forces 
us to take a fresh look at the energetic support given by Helsinki and Stockholm 
to the neo-Nazi regime in Kyiv, and to view this as an expression of the age-old 
Russophobic attitude dating back centuries. The entry of Finland and Sweden into 
NATO “killed” Northern European neutrality and the mutual understanding achieved 
by our countries after the war. We hope that an English translation of this book 
will soon be available to a global audience.’77 The book was also published on the 
Ministry’s website.78

Category: Political initiative, Nazism

27 MARCH: DECISION ON THE IHANTALA STONE
Finnish evening newspaper Ilta-Sanomat reported that Vyborg City Court had 
ordered the municipality of Kamenogorsk to remove the inscription from the 
memorial stone honouring Finnish soldiers who died at the Battle of Ihantala. The 
case was brought by the Vyborg public prosecutor following a complaint lodged by 
Cossack historical activists. The inscription, in Russian and Finnish, stated: 1944 
– The battles of Ihantala – honour to the heroes. According to Ilta-Sanomat, ‘St 
Petersburg State University conducted a psycholinguistic analysis which concluded 
that the inscription presents Finnish soldiers as heroes. The court’s reasoning also 
notes that German soldiers participates in the battles at Ihantala, and that any 
honours accorded to them would therefore ‘contradict the facts established by the 
Nuremberg Trials.’79 The inscription also refers to the prior removal of a memorial 
plaque at Tienhaara.80

Category: Legal action, Nazism

31 MARCH: REPORTING ON THE REMOVAL OF THE  
TIENHAARA PLAQUE
A commentary by Arja Paananen in Ilta-Sanomat provides more information on 
the Tienhaara plaque removed from the Cossack Stone. The plaque, in Finnish, 
Swedish and Russian, read ‘In memory of the fierce battles – A tribute to those 
who fell’. The Swedish-speaking JR61 regiment achieved a significant defensive 
victory here that blocked the route towards Helsinki following the fall of Vyborg. 

76   РВИО, ‘РВИО выпустило “Черную книгу” о русофобии в Швеции и Финляндии’, RVIO.ru, 30 January 
2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://rvio.ru/activities/news/rvio-vypustilo-chernuyu-knigu-
o-rusofobii-v-shvecii-i-finlyandii Redaktion TASS, «Историк Мягков предложил переименовать Финский 
залив в Санкт-Петербургский», ТАСС, 30 January 2025 Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/
obschestvo/23011629 and Arja Paananen, “Kommentti: Venäjä julkaisi uuden törkykirjan Suomesta – nämä 
9 väitettä ovat vain pieni otos’, Ilta-Sanomat, 25 February 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://
www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000011040303.html
77   ‘Брифинг официального представителя МИД России М.В. Захаровой, Москва, 14 февраля 2025 года’, 
MID.ru, 14 February 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://mid.ru/ru/press_service/spokesman/
briefings/1997514/#10 
78   Черная книга. Краткая история шведской и финской русофобии (РВИО, 2024), MID.ru, 14 
February 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/istoricheskie_
materialy/1997273/
79   As stated, Finland was not a party to the Nuremberg Trials.
80   Arja Paananen, ‘Venäläismedia: Ihantalan taistelun muistokiven teksti hiotaan pois “laittomana”’, Ilta-
Sanomat, 27 March 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000011127426.
html
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Photographs of Cossack activists with flags were taken at the monument. 
Paananen provides the background to the incident: ‘But when the sharp-eyed 
Cossacks finally noticed the inscription “glorifying Nazi heroes” text on the plaque 
in Tienhaara last year, things started to happen. They submitted a complaint to 
the authorities, and in February Vyborg City Court finally decided that the plaque 
should be removed completely. When the stone tablet was taken down, the 
triumphant history activists celebrated by posing in front of the stone with their 
flags. Some of them even climbed onto a large boulder, as if they were valiant 
defenders of Mother Russia marking their great conquest.’81 The exact time at 
which the stone was removed is not indicated. 

Category: Destruction of monuments, Activists, Nazism, Legal action.

25 APRIL: IHANTALA STONE DESTROYED
LenTV24 reports that the inscription on the stone in Ihantala has now been 
removed following the court ruling. The TV report mentions Nazism, and the news 
site states that ‘The inscription was attached in the 1990s by representatives of 
Finnish nationalist organisations and, of course, had nothing to do with culture or 
history.’82. This event has also been reported in Finland83 and Sweden.84 

Category: Destruction of monuments, Nazism, Legal action. 

1 MAY: RUSSIAN EMBASSY ON THE VANDALISM OF SOVIET 
MONUMENTS IN FINLAND 
The Russian Embassy in Helsinki reports that five monuments erected to 
commemorate Soviet soldiers have been vandalised in Finland between 2024 and 
2025 and that vandalism is on the rise, but also notes that the damage is minor and 
that the Finnish police have taken the incidents seriously. The vandalism was also 
reported by the Russkiy Mir Foundation, which promotes the Russian language 
worldwide.85

Category: Destruction of monuments. 

27 MAY: FINLAND IDENTIFIED AS ONE OF TEN COUNTRIES IN 
WHICH SOVIET MONUMENTS ARE BEING DESTROYED86
The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs claims that a large-scale anti-Russian 
information campaign has been launched in the Finnish media following ‘the special 
operation to denazify and demilitarise Ukraine’, leading to vandalism of monuments 
to Soviet soldiers and other misdeeds. However, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
admits that the campaign has not yet gained widespread traction, but still lists four 
incidents taking place between 2022 and 2024. It is noted that the Finnish police 
have opened preliminary investigations into the four cases, but no arrests have 

81   Arja Paananen, ‘Kommentti: Venäjä sotii jo suomalaisia muistomerkkejä vastaan – “Palakoot helvetissä 
sellaiset sankarit”’, Ilta-Sanomat, 31 March 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/
ulkomaat/art-2000011129536.html 
82   LenTV24, ‘Огромный камень в Выборгском районе очистили от надписей, прославляющих финских 
союзников нацистов’, 25 April 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://lentv24.ru/ogromnyi-kamen-v-
vyborgskom-raione-ocistili-ot-nadpisei-proslavlyayushhix-finskix-soyuznikov-nacistov.htm
83   Petri Seppä, ‘Venäjä toteutti uhkauksensa – Suomen sotamuistomerkki tuhottiin’, Ilta-Sanomat, 27 April 
2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000011194546.html
84   Stefan Soxbo, ‘Ryssland har förstört finskt krigsminnesmärke’, Expressen, 28 April 2025. Retrieved 
4 October 2025 from https://www.expressen.se/nyheter/varlden/ryssland-har-forstort--finskt-
krigsminnesmarke/ and Thede Husén, ‘Stoppa Kremls historierevisionism på svensk mark’, Royal Swedish 
Academy of War Sciences (KKrVA), 12 May 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://kkrva.se/stoppa-
kremls-historierevisionism-pa-svensk-mark/
85   Русский мир, ‘В Финляндии возросло количество вандальных нападений на советские памятники’, 2 
May. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://russkiymir.ru/news/335690/ och «Финляндия готовится к 
новому этапу диалога с Россией», RIA Novosti, 1 May 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://ria.
ru/20250501/finlyandiya-2014598009.html
86   Sweden is not among the ten (despite Zakahrova having called attention to vandalism of a memorial 
stone in Luleå previously). The list includes Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Germany and Ukraine, in addition to Finland. 
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been made. Finland is one of the ten countries named in the report, in which Russia 
identifies itself as a victim subjected to hostile acts.87

Category: Political statement, Destruction of monuments, Nazism. 

14 JUNE: COVERING OF A MONUMENT AT SORDAVALA (SORTAVALA) 
CEMETERY
The monument’s inscription, ‘Here lie 452 Finns who defended Finland from 1939 
to 1944’, was hidden by two metal plates. Large nails had been driven through the 
plates to keep them in place. This monument was inaugurated by Elisabeth Rehn, 
then Finland’s Minister of Defence, in the 1990s. 

The Ilta-Sanomat article reporting the incident also mentions earlier acts of 
vandalism: besides the above-mentioned cases of Ihantala and Tienhaara, it 
provides accounts of previous damage to war graves in Koivisto (Björkö/Primorsk), 
Kirvu, Kanneljärvi and Käkisalmi.88

Category: Destruction of monuments

25 JUNE: RUSSIAN JOURNALIST CONVICTED OF REHABILITATION 
OF NAZISM FOR WRITING ABOUT FINNISH WAR HERO
Dmitry Vitushkin was sentenced to a year in prison for rehabilitating Nazism (under 
Article 354(1) of the Criminal Code) by justifying and restoring the reputation 
of Nazi ideology in his writing about the Finnish Winter War, and for deliberately 
spreading ‘false accusations’ about the Soviet Union during the Second World 
War. Vitushkin’s crime was that he referred to sniper Simo Häyhä – known as the 
White Death – as a hero in an article. Häyhä is regarded as the world’s greatest 
sniper of all time, eliminating between 200 and 500 Russians during the 105 days 
of the Winter War. Vitushkin repeated the historically accurate fact that Nazi 
Germany and the Soviet Union were linked by the Secret Additional Protocol of the 
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. When his article was criticised on an online forum and 
he was asked why he praised a sniper who killed his fellow countrymen, Vitushkin 
sarcastically replied that Häyhä had not killed any soldiers in his own country, and 
that he was defending his country from occupiers and allies of Nazi Germany: he 
succeeded in doing this, and so set an example that is worth following. For this, 
Vitushkin was sentenced by the St Petersburg City Court to a year in a penal 
colony and banned from running websites for three years. Vitushkin was arrested 
back in October 2023 and initially held in custody before being released under 
restrictions pending his trial.89

Category: Legal action, Nazism.

7 JULY: RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REPORT 
SIGNALS EXTENSIVE INFLUENCE CAMPAIGN AGAINST FINLAND 
The Petrozavodsk office of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs published 
on the Ministry’s website a report entitled ‘On Historical and International Legal 
Accountability of Finland for the Occupation of Karelia During Great Patriotic War 
(WWII) (1941–1944)’. This document claims that between 1941 and 1944, Finland 
bore legal responsibility for the occupation of Eastern Karelia, where Finnish 

87   О ситуации в ряде стран Европы вокруг осквернения и разрушения памятников, воздвигнутых 
в честь тех, кто боролся против нацизма в годы Второй мировой войны (Доклад Министерства 
иностранных дел Российской Федерации), MID.ru, May 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.
mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/humanitarian_cooperation/2014247/#_Toc17584383427
88   Petri Seppä & Arja Paananen, ‘Venäjä jatkaa säälimätöntä Suomen sotamuistomerkkien tuhoamista, 
nyt Sortavalassa’, Ilta-Sanomat, 14 June 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/
art-2000011301618.html
89   ‘Петербургского краеведа Витушкина приговорили к 1 году колонии-поселения за комментарий об 
участвовавших в Зимней войне советских солдатах’, Zona.media, 25 June 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 
from https://zona.media/news/2025/06/25/vitushkin-prigovor and Arja Paananen, ‘Venäläistoimittaja 
kirjoitti totuuden Simo Häyhästä – sai vankeutta “natsismin oikeuttamisesta”’, Ilta-Sanomat, 9 July 2025. 
Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000011352020.html
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occupation authorities and troops allegedly committed crimes against the civilian 
population. The report employs concepts such as ‘historical and international legal 
accountability’ to argue that Finland should not only be stigmatised politically for 
this period, but also held accountable under international law for the claims that 
Russia is now making. The thrust of the report is clear: ‘One critical task remains, 
therefore: to draw the attention of the world to the documented evidence of 
alleged atrocities during the Finnish occupation of Karelia. This requires systematic 
efforts by historians and international human rights bodies, including the United 
Nations, to disseminate objective information about these events on a large scale.’ 
Thus, Russia makes it clear that influencing collective memory and international 
discourse on the history of the Second World War in relation to Finland is a priority 
for Russia.90

Category: Political initiative, Nazism 

18 JULY: VANDALISM OF WAR GRAVES IN RÄISÄLÄ (MELNIKOVO)
LenTV24 reports on its Telegram channel that the plaque honouring 267 fallen 
Finnish soldiers, which was put up in 1992, has now been removed: ’Another piece 
of good news. Yet another step in the long and arduous effort to eliminate the 
Finnish nationalist and even openly fascist plague that spread to the Leningrad 
region and Karelia in the 1990s…’ The stone itself remains in place, although 
LenTV24 states that this too could be removed, claiming that the monument was 
erected secretly without permission, despite being unveiled in 1992 with the full 
approval of local authorities, as reported by Ilta-Sanomat on 21 July.91

Category: Destruction of monuments, Nazism

25 JULY: MEMORIAL STONE FOR CHURCH REMOVED IN ANTREA 
(KAMENNOGORSK)
A memorial stone dating back to 1992 was removed from the church in Antrea, 
which was destroyed by Red Army artillery fire in 1941. LenTV24 described the 
stone as a ‘historical landmine’ and an expression of Finnish ‘revanchism’ and 
fascism. The inscription on the stone said: 

‘Fathers fought and believed and hoped here…

Here stood the Church of Antrea from 1894 to 1941. Traveller, be still in this holy 
place!

The monument was erected on 2 August 1992 by the Vuoksi Foundation, the 
Antrea Society and the city of Kamennogorsk.’

LenTV24’s Telegram channel referred to Russians objecting to the removal of 
‘fascist monuments’ as traitors and blamed the mistake on the liberal politicians 
of the 90s: ‘And our liberal idiots, who had no understanding of history, smiled and 
shook hands while allowing them to engage in these indecent acts. Or perhaps 
they were not idiots – which is even worse. In that case, they were traitors. In short, 
this plaque no longer exists. Rightly so. For it was put up illegally and constitutes 
a denial of the facts established by the judgement of the International Military 
Tribunal for the trial and punishment of the principal war criminals of the Axis 
powers of Europe. And finally. Experience with similar inscriptions in the past has 
shown us that defenders of the offended Finns usually turn up in the comments, 
and then it all begins:

90   On Historical and International Legal Accountability of Finland for the Occupation of Karelia During 
Great Patriotic War (WWII) (1941–1944), Report of the Representative Office of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Russia in Petrozavodsk, 7 July 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://mid.ru/en/foreign_
policy/historical_materials/2034551
91   Arja Paananen, ‘Jälleen yksi suomalaishauta runneltiin Kannaksella – venäläiskanava iloitsee “hyvästä 
uutisesta”’, Ilta-Sanomat, 21 July 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-
2000011376084.html 
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‘Right on cue! This is history! Right on cue! War on the dead! Right on cue! Are 
we better than the Ukrainians and the West!’ Yes, we are better. They tear down 
monuments to the conquerors of fascism. We tear down monuments to fascists. 
German, Finnish – it makes no difference. Those who came to take our land. Those 
who built concentration camps on Karelian soil.’92

Category: Destruction of monuments, Nazism. 

3 AUGUST: KOKKOSALMI MEMORIAL STONE SPRAYED WITH Z
A memorial to fallen Finnish soldiers was vandalised with the Z symbol. In Russian 
discussions on VK, the stone was referred to as a monument to ‘Finnish Nazis’. The 
stone had also been vandalised about a decade earlier, when all words referring 
to Finland or Finnish soldiers were painted over in black. The exact time of the 
vandalism is unknown: the date refers to the report in Ilta-Sanomat.93

Category: Destruction of monuments, Nazism. 

5 AUGUST: DISRUPTION OF MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR STALIN’S 
VICTIMS AT SANDARMOKH WITH FINNISH AMBASSADOR 
Masked Russian activists disrupted a memorial service in the Karelian town of 
Sandarmokh, the site where 6,000 people of 58 different nationalities were 
executed. The activists called Finnish and Swedish diplomats ‘fascists’. Finnish 
ambassador Marja Liivala was present, but the Swedish participant from the 
embassy has not been identified in media reporting. One group of activists wore 
Z symbols on paramilitary uniforms, another group wore black uniforms and 
balaclavas and walked around carrying a flag from the days of the Russian Empire. 
Besides Sweden and Finland, the Polish Embassy and the Consulate General 
of the Federal Republic of Germany in St Petersburg were represented. The 
diplomats were met with chants such as ‘Victory will be ours! Onwards, Russia! 
We are Russians – God is with us’. According to media reports, the German consul 
faced the most sustained verbal attacks. During the laying of flowers for Ukrainian 
victims, orders were issued over the radio to sing Katyusha, a popular patriotic 
song from the Second World War. The activists also questioned the national 
colours presented in the floral tributes. 

The provocateurs put up a photo of fallen Swedish volunteer Edvard Selander 
Patrignani (1994–2022), alongside photos and biographies of other volunteers 
killed in Ukraine: a Finn, a German and a Pole.94

Category: Activists, Nazism, Commemorative ceremony.

92   LenTV24, Telegram post, 25 July 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://t.me/lentv24/19338 
and Arja Paananen, ‘Suomalaiskirkon muistokivi katosi Kannakselta – venäläiskanava: “historiallinen miina”’, 
Ilta-Sanomat, 28 July 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000011390911.
html
93   Arja Paananen, ‘Putinin sotatunnus ilmestyi suomalaisvainajien muistomerkkiin Venäjän Karjalassa’, Ilta-
Sanomat, 3 August 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000011401473.
html
94   Georgij Tjentemirov, ‘Ультраправые и Z-патриоты устроили провокацию в день памяти жертв Большого 
террора в Сандармохе’, The Barents Observer, 5 August. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://
ru.thebarentsobserver.com/ultrapravye-i-zpatrioty-ustroili-provokaciu-v-den-pamati-zertv-bolsogo-
terrora-v-sandarmohe/
Dmitry Tkachev, ‘“I’m against war in general, it’s all politics”. How a memorial for victims of Stalin’s Great 
Purge turned into a political debate stage’, Zona.media, 5 August 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from 
https://en.zona.media/article/2025/08/05/sandarmokh
Kate Tsurkan, ‘Far-right Russian group disrupts ceremony honoring victims of Stalinist purges, which 
included Ukrainians’, Kyiv Independent, 7 August 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://
kyivindependent.com/far-right-group-disrupts-ceremony-honoring-victims-of-stalinist-purges-which-
included-ukrainians/
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19 AUGUST: LAVROV REMINDS STUBB OF FINLAND’S PERPETUAL 
NEUTRALITY
In an interview with Russian state media group VGTRK, which controls Rossiya 
1, Rossiya 24 and the radio station Vesti FM, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said 
that after the Second World War, Finland had the best prospects for economic 
growth and social development through Russian energy and cooperation with the 
Soviet Union, but that these advantages were now being thrown on the scrapheap. 
Lavrov recalled that Finland fought on the same side as Nazi Germany but signed a 
‘perpetual neutrality’ agreement in 1944, which Finland has now violated by joining 
NATO. Lavrov also recalled that changes of borders are often an integral part of 
reaching agreement…95

Category: Political statement, Nazism. 

19 AUGUST: MEDINSKY ACCUSES FINLAND OF BEING PROUD OF 
KILLING CHILDREN IN LENINGRAD 
Vladimir Medinsky, presidential adviser and former Minister of Culture, negotiator 
with Ukraine and a key figure in the presidential administration on matters of 
history – including as Chairman of the Russian Military Historical Society – stated 
on his Telegram channel that Finland took part in Nazi Germany’s assault on 
Leningrad through artillery fire in autumn 1941, and that Finland was ‘proud of 
having killed women and children’.96

Category: Political initiative, Nazism. 

19 AUGUST: ZAKHAROVA FROM RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ATTACKS PRESIDENT STUBB
Maria Zakharova, spokesperson from the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
linked Finland to Nazism during World War II in response to Stubb’s remarks about 
1944 at the White House meeting: ‘The big question is: did Stubb grasp the full 
implications of his line? So if Stubb decided to behave as it if were 1944, then he 
must turn against his recent Nazi allies and start striking at the Kyiv regime’.97

Category: Political initiative, Nazism.

25 AUGUST: RUSSIA’S MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DRAWS 
ATTENTION TO FINLAND AND NAZISM ON X
In the context of threatening the coalition of the willing in support of Ukraine, a 
post on X mentions that Finland had been a ‘reliable’ ally of Nazi Germany.98 

Category: Political initiative, Nazism 

29 AUGUST: ZAKHAROVA ATTACKS PRESIDENT STUBB AGAIN
During Maria Zakharova’s press briefing, President Stubb is criticised as 
Russophobic, irresponsible and so forth. ‘It is no exaggeration to say that the 
most accurate medical term for such manifestations is idiosyncrasy. It denotes a 
psychological intolerance, a painful reaction to an emotional stimulus, which for 
official Helsinki today is Russia.’ The history of Finland is also mentioned, with a 
subtext of the Second World War, although this is not stated explicitly.99

Category: Political statement. 

95   Interview of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Sergey Lavrov with VGTRK, MID.
ru, 19 August 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/news/2041939/
96   Lenta.ru, ‘Мединский напомнил об обстрелах Ленинграда со стороны Финляндии’, 19 August 2025. 
Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://lenta.ru/news/2025/08/19/medinskiy-napomnil-ob-obstrelah-
leningrada-so-storony-finlyandii/
97   Ведомости, ‘Захарова ответила Стуббу на сравнение Украины с Финляндией 1944 года’, 19 August 
2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/news/2025/08/19/1132608-
zaharova-otvetila-stubbu 
98   MFA_Russia, X post, 25 August 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://x.com/mfa_russia/
status/1959972008306819511
99   ‘Брифинг официального представителя МИД России М.В. Захаровой, Москва, 29 августа 2025 
года’, MID.ru, 29 August 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/
news/2044002/#20
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2 SEPTEMBER: MEDVEDEV MOCKS FINLAND’S LOSSES ON X
Dmitry Medvedev, Deputy Chairman of the Security Council of the Russian 
Federation, refers to Finland on X; Finnish (defensive) victories where ‘those 
victories are clearly visible on the map of Finland’s lost territory’. Incidentally, this 
is the first time in a long time that Medvedev mentions Finland on X. Nazism is not 
explicitly referred to, but it is implied.100

Category: Political initiative. 

2 SEPTEMBER: ZAKHAROVA FOLLOWS UP AGAINST STUBB ON 
TELEGRAM
This time, an interview in The Economist with President Stubb is what prompts 
Maria Zakharova to remark that if Stubb did not understand it the first time, it 
obviously has to be said again: ‘If Stubb is “still haunted” by 1944, we recommend 
that his country (thanks to J.V. Stalin’s goodwill) turns its bayonets against the 
Nazis – represented today by the Zelenskyy regime – just as it did then. Stubb may 
also wish to propose to his allies in Brussels the algorithm for the above-described 
“victory in 1944” as a way of preserving Ukraine’s independence, so that their great-
grandchildren will have something to be proud of in 79 years’ time.’ 101

Category: Political initiative, Nazism. 

3 SEPTEMBER: THE FIRST TARGETS IN A WAR WOULD BE 
FINLAND’S NATO INSTALLATIONS
Major General Sergei Lipovoy, chairman of the presidium of the Officers of Russia 
organisation,102 told TASS that Finland had lost its independence to NATO and the 
EU, drawing parallels in history to Finland fighting alongside Nazi Germany in the 
Continuation War, and stated that Finland was ‘repeating its mistakes’. In the event 
of war, the Major General promised that NATO installations would be attacked 
first, referring to the command of land forces: NATO’s MCLCC (Multi-Corps Land 
Component Command) in St Michel.103

Category: Political statement, Nazism, Threat of war.

5 SEPTEMBER: MEDVEDEV AT THE FINNISH BORDER
Dmitry Medvedev travels to the Finnish border and says Russia’s neighbours – 
Finland, Norway, Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania – are rearming.104

Category: Political statement

5 SEPTEMBER: ZAKHAROVA CLAIMS THAT PRESIDENT STUBB HAS 
GONE MAD 
At the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, press spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova said that Stubb had gone mad (or, more literally, ‘gone off the rails’ 
(‘слетел с катушек’) because he claimed that Finland had won (once again, the 
notion of defensive victories – victories at Tali/Ihantala and Tienhaara that saved 
Finland in 1944 – is the issue that keeps resurfacing), and added that this was a 
sign that he wanted to militarise the entire region.105

Category: Political initiative

100   MedvedevRussiaE, X post, 2 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/
MedvedevRussiaE/status/1962896177503895890
101   Захарова, ‘Ответ финскому президенту “можем повторить”’, РБК, 2 September 2025. Retrieved 3 
October 2025 from https://www.rbc.ru/rbcfreenews/68b730479a79476844931053 
102   As he is a retired major general who is frequently used by TASS and holds the position as chairman of 
the presidium of the Officers of Russia organisation, this statement is classified as official.
103   TASS editorial team, ‘NATO facilities in Finland to be legitimate targets in case of conflict — Russian 
general’, ТАСС, 3 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.com/defense/2011281
104   TASS editorial team, ‘Finland, Norway, Poland step up military activity near Russia’s borders – 
Medvedev’, ТАСС, 5 September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://tass.com/politics/2013361 
105   TASS editorial team, ‘Захарова: слова Стубба о победе над СССР показали, что он “слетел с катушек”’, 
ТАСС, 5 September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/politika/24967701
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8 SEPTEMBER: MEDVEDEV ALLEGES THAT FINLAND AND NATO ARE 
PREPARING FOR A WAR OF AGGRESSION
Dmitry Medvedev writes a lengthy essay for TASS about his visit to the border 
in which he argues that Finland and NATO are preparing an attack on Russia and 
that Finnish authorities should understand that any confrontation with Russia risks 
‘history being repeated’.

Medvedev emphasised the fact that Finland fought with the Nazis during the 
Second World War and was responsible for enabling the siege of Leningrad. 
The Russian lie about Finnish concentration camps and deliberate starvation of 
civilians is repeated: ‘In the occupied parts of Karelia, the Finnish authorities set 
up a network of concentration camps in which tens of thousands of civilians were 
imprisoned. Many of these people were women, children, elderly. Conditions in 
these camps were horrific – deliberate starvation, disease, assault. Hundreds of 
people died every month. Finnish policy in these regions bore clear signs of ethnic 
cleansing: the objective was to drive out or annihilate the Russian population 
and make space for what was referred to as “Greater Finland”. These were not 
occasional excesses in the heat of war, but a deliberate policy pursued by Helsinki. 
Official documents and statements dating back to that time confirm that Finnish 
politicians and military leaders viewed these areas as “living space” that had to 
be cleared of Russians. This is well documented by both Soviet and international 
post-war studies.’

Medvedev also attacks Finland for allegedly provoking confrontation through its 
NATO membership: ‘They also insult our historical truth. They belittle the victory 
of the Soviet Union in the Great Patriotic War, attempt to justify their own role 
alongside Hitler and blame Russia for the tragedies to which they themselves 
contributed. This mix of stupidity, lies and ingratitude is now elevated to the level of 
state doctrine in Finland.’106

The text was published in both English and Russian.107

Category: Political initiative, Nazism, Threat of war.

8 SEPTEMBER: TASS CIRCULATES THREATS FROM MEDVEDEV IN  
A FIRST ARTICLE108 
In a concise and pithy article, Medvedev warns that Russia will not go soft on 
Finland and states that a confrontation with Russia could lead to state collapse. He 
refers to the Finnish saying ‘sitä saa, mitä tilaa’ – you get what you ask for: ‘Unlike in 
1944, no one will go soft on them this time. Nor will there be anyone willing to read 
them good old fairy tales about the Moomins.’ Finland’s preparations for defence 
are compared with the Mannerheim Line during the wars. 109

Category: Political statement, Threat of war. 

8 SEPTEMBER: TASS ISSUES A SECOND ARTICLE IN WHICH 
MEDVEDEV DISTORTS HISTORY
Under the headline ‘Finland planned ethnic cleansing of Karelia’, the theme of the 
Continuation War is interwoven with clear distortions of history. One of the most 
egregious fabrications is a claim – for which there are no historical sources or 
evidence – that Finland introduced red armbands for Russians, drawing deliberate 

106   Dmitry Medvedev, ‘The New Finnish Doctrine: Stupidity, Lies, Ingratitude’, ТАСС, 8 September 2025. 
Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://tass.com/politics/2014115
107   Dmitry Medvedev, ‘Новая финская доктрина: глупость, ложь, неблагодарность’, ТАСС, 8 September 
2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/politika/24995559
108   Because TASS divides Medvedev’s statement into various parts, as well as publishing the whole text, 
each TASS article highlighting one part of his statement is categorised as a separate event. 
109   TASS editorial team, ‘Медведев предупредил, что Россия больше не станет “миндальничать” с 
Финляндией’, ТАСС, 8 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/politika/24995559 
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parallels with the Nazi persecution of Jews. The aim is to equate Finland with Nazi 
Germany and turn Russians into Jews through fabricated propaganda alluding to 
the Holocaust, thereby distorting documented history. The article describes this 
lie as follows: ‘At the same time, within the framework of the policy of ethnocide 
pursued by the Finnish aggressors, Russians were ordered to wear red armbands, 
similar to the yellow Star of David introduced by the Nazis to identify the Jews of 
Europe. Life for the “non-indigenous population” under the Finnish yoke was not so 
different from the conditions faced by people in those areas of the Russian Soviet 
Federative Socialist Republic and the Belarusian, Ukrainian and Moldavian Soviet 
republics that were occupied by the Germans. They were severely deprived of their 
rights: they received meagre food rations and remained vulnerable to looting by 
Finnish soldiers, as well as extrajudicial persecution.’ 110

Category: Political initiative, Nazism

8 SEPTEMBER: IN A THIRD ARTICLE, TASS CIRCULATES 
MEDVEDEV’S ACCUSATION THAT THE EU IS BEHIND FINLAND’S 
REVANCHISM
Yet another article highlights Medvedev’s view that the EU is what is fuelling 
notions of Finnish revanchism and the reclamation of territories: ‘The notion of 
self-enrichment at Russia’s expense was implanted in the Finnish consciousness 
during Hitler’s rule in Germany. Clearly, they are now working to a similar agenda.’ 
TASS also states: ‘If this is true, then it is possible to understand the logic behind 
the Russophobic actions of Alexander Stubb’s government, which are irrationally 
driving the country towards the brink of potential military conflict, said Medvedev.’111 

Category: Political initiative, Nazism, Threat of war 

8 SEPTEMBER: DUMA STATEMENT CLAIMING THAT FINLAND IS 
CAUSING TENSION
Alexei Chepa, Deputy Chairman of the State Duma Committee on International 
Affairs, said that the blame for Finland creating a ‘source of tension’ rests solely 
with Helsinki. This statement came after Medvedev’s remarks. Chepa said that 
by joining NATO, Finland is positioning weapons aimed at Russia and carrying 
out the work of NATO. This poses a danger to Finland, where no tensions existed 
previously. Responsibility is placed entirely with Finland. 112

Category: Political initiative

8 SEPTEMBER: STATEMENTS IN THE FEDERATION COUNCIL: 
FINLAND ‘ANTI-RUSSIA’
Finland is a pseudo-state, according to Andrei Klimov, Deputy Chair of the 
Federation Council Committee on Foreign Affairs and Chair of the Federation 
Council Commission on Protecting State Sovereignty and Preventing Interference 
in the Domestic Affairs of the Russian Federation, in an interview with TASS. ‘A 
new generation in power has been raised by those (Western) forces that hate 
our country and dream of destroying the bond between Russia and Finland: now 
their intentions have been realised.’ Klimov commented on the column by Dmitry 
Medvedev in the interview and drew parallels with Ukraine.113

Category: Political initiative

110   TASS editorial team, ‘Finns planned ethnic cleansing in Karelia during World War II — Medvedev’, 
ТАСС, 8 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.com/politics/2014181 
111   TASS editorial team, ‘Medvedev suggests EU fueling idea of Finland reclaiming part of Russia’, ТАСС, 8 
September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://tass.com/politics/2014149
112   Чепа, ‘Ответственность за напряженность на границе с Россией лежит на Финляндии’, DumaTV, 8 
September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://dumatv.ru/news/chepa--otvetstvennost-za-
napryazhennost-na-granitse-s-rossiei-lezhit-na-finlyandii
113   TASS editorial team, ‘Климов: Финляндия стала “анти-Россией” с уходом прошлого руководства’, ТАСС, 
8 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/politika/24997699
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9 SEPTEMBER: CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE ON DEFENCE CALLS 
FINLAND A FASCIST STRONGHOLD. 
Andrey Kartapolov, Chairman of the Committee on Defence for the State Duma, 
followed up by saying that Finland ‘is becoming a real hotbed of fascism, faster 
than Ukraine’, and that ‘nothing can be ruled out’ at this stage. He also claimed 
that the Finnish government’s ‘incompetent policies’ could result in ‘tragic 
consequences’, and that Russia both ‘knows how to defend her interests’ and ‘is 
ready for any scenario’. According to Kartapolov, Finland’s change in attitude is due 
to a change in leadership a decade ago, when the generation of politicians who had 
built cooperation primarily with the Soviet Union and Russia handed over power in 
Finland.114

Category: Political statement, Nazism, Threat of war

9 SEPTEMBER: MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS STATEMENT  
– LOSS OF SOVEREIGNTY FOR SWEDEN AND FINLAND
Russian diplomat Vladislav Maslennikov, head of the Department of European 
Problems at the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, says in an interview that 
Sweden and Finland forfeited sovereignty and credibility by joining NATO, resulting 
in high military costs and geopolitical confrontation, and that they have effectively 
abandoned their independence in shaping foreign policy and lost credibility within 
the international community.115

Category: Political initiative

9 SEPTEMBER: RUSSIAN SENATOR CLAIMS FINNISH POLITICIANS 
WILL HAVE TO ANSWER TO THE PEOPLE 
Natalia Nikonorova, a member of the Federation Council Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, tells TASS that Finland’s economic situation will soon prompt voters to ask 
politicians whether it was really worth severing relations with Russia ‘for fleeting 
influences’. Nikonorova commented on Medvedev’s column, pointing out aspects 
such as Russian tourists choosing not to travel to Finland, claiming that this means 
800,000 fewer overnight stays, and that Finland was making money from the many 
tourists travelling to the country from St Petersburg.116

Category: Political initiative

10 SEPTEMBER: RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AMPLIFIES MEDVEDEV I
A post on the social media platform X by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
focuses on the claim that Finland, as ‘a satellite of Nazi Germany’, bears the same 
amount of responsibility as the Germans for all the horrors and suffering of the 
Great Patriotic War.117 

Category: Political initiative, Nazism.

10 SEPTEMBER: RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AMPLIFIES MEDVEDEV II 
The message of the short article is repeated on X, with the Mannerheim Line and 
threats of the collapse of Finnish statehood, this time forever.118 

Category: Political statement, Threat of war

114   Milena Bogdanova, ‘Russia allowed a conflict with Finland and tragic events are expected’, Fakti.bg, 
9 September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://fakti.bg/en/world/999106-russia-allowed-a-
conflict-with-finland-and-tragic-events-are-expected
115   William Moore, ‘Maslennikov: Finland and Sweden Lost Sovereignty After NATO Entry’,  
Voennoedelo.com, 9 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://voennoedelo.com/en/posts/
id956-maslennikov-finland-and-sweden-lost-sovereignty-after-nato-entry
116   TASS editorial team, ‘Сенатор Никонорова: финские политики ответят за разлад с Россией перед 
народом’, ТАСС, 9 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/politika/25000633
117   MFA_Russia, X post, 10 September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://x.com/mfa_russia/
status/1965730558291661297
118   MFA_Russia, X post, 10 September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://x.com/mfa_russia/
status/1965753604482142641

https://fakti.bg/en/world/999106-russia-allowed-a-conflict-with-finland-and-tragic-events-are-expected?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://fakti.bg/en/world/999106-russia-allowed-a-conflict-with-finland-and-tragic-events-are-expected?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://fakti.bg/en/world/999106-russia-allowed-a-conflict-with-finland-and-tragic-events-are-expected?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://voennoedelo.com/en/posts/id956-maslennikov-finland-and-sweden-lost-sovereignty-after-nato-entry?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://voennoedelo.com/en/posts/id956-maslennikov-finland-and-sweden-lost-sovereignty-after-nato-entry?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://voennoedelo.com/en/posts/id956-maslennikov-finland-and-sweden-lost-sovereignty-after-nato-entry?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tass.ru/politika/25000633
https://tass.ru/politika/25000633
https://x.com/mfa_russia/status/1965730558291661297
https://x.com/mfa_russia/status/1965730558291661297
https://x.com/mfa_russia/status/1965730558291661297
https://x.com/mfa_russia/status/1965753604482142641
https://x.com/mfa_russia/status/1965753604482142641
https://x.com/mfa_russia/status/1965753604482142641


45

HISTORY AS A BATTLEFIELD: RUSSIA’S INFORMATION WAR AGAINST FINLAND 2025

17 SEPTEMBER: SVR CLAIMS NAZI GERMANY SUBJUGATED FINLAND 
BEFORE THE WAR
According to RIA Novosti, the press bureau of the Russian Foreign Intelligence 
Service (SVR) refers to archival documents allegedly showing that Finland 
submitted to Berlin as early as the late 1930s. The SVR issues a statement placing 
the blame for the Winter War on Finland, arguing that it is no coincidence that ‘the 
Finnish government refused to sign a mutual assistance treaty with the Soviet 
Union in 1939, which could have prevented our country from being drawn into 
war. But in Helsinki, they heeded German advice’. There is no mention of the fact 
that the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany were allies. The SVR also repeats claims 
concerning the siege of Leningrad and the concentration camps: ‘The Finnish 
authorities in Karelia established a regime no less brutal than that imposed by Nazi 
Germany in the occupied part of the Soviet Union.’ The SVR then illustrates its 
allegations with claims of a long list of atrocities (for which there is no foundation, 
but which a Russian audience may find familiar): ‘The Finnish occupiers were 
known for their extreme cruelty. There are documented accounts stating that many 
captured Red Army soldiers had their ears and noses cut off, their eyes gouged out 
and their limbs dislocated. They even went so far as to burn Soviet prisoners of war 
at the stake, and their severed heads were used to boil the flesh off the skull.’ 119

Category: Political initiative, Nazism

18 SEPTEMBER: LAVROV CLAIMS REVANCHISM IS GROWING  
IN FINLAND
In a TV interview on the Great Game political talk show on Russia’s Channel 1, 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said that revanchism is growing in Europe; 
not only in Germany, but also in Finland: ‘I was amazed at how quickly Finland’s 
leadership cast off its veneer of neutrality and how Finnish revanchism is now 
“bursting forth” (please excuse the unparliamentary expression).’120 This statement 
was reinforced by TASS, which published an article with the headline ‘Lavrov says 
revanchism is breaking out in Finland’.121

Category: Political initiative 

18 SEPTEMBER: IVANOV – RESTORING RELATIONS WITH FINLAND 
MAY TAKE DECADES
Sergei Ivanov, the Special Presidential Envoy on the Issues of Environmental 
Activities, Ecology and Transport (formerly of the KGB, Minister of Defence and 
Chief of Staff in the Presidential Administration) says it could take decades 
to improve relations with Finland, and blames the Finnish government for the 
breakdown in relations caused by NATO membership. In the meantime, the 
population of south-eastern Finland in particular is suffering from depopulation 
due to the loss of the Russian economy. Ivanov expresses hopes that Finns will 
realise that good neighbourly relations are preferable to the current hostility.122

Category: Political initiative 

18 SEPTEMBER: DUMA MEMBER BLAMES FINLAND’S LEADERSHIP 
FOR DEPOPULATION 
On Telegram, Alexei Chepa, Deputy Chairman of the State Duma Committee on 
International Affairs, reinforced Ivanov’s message that Finland’s NATO membership 

119   ‘СВР: нацистская Германия подчинила себе Финляндию перед мировой войной’, RIA Novosti, 17 
September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 
120   ‘Интервью Министра иностранных дел Российской Федерации С.В. Лаврова программе “Большая игра” 
на “Первом канале”’, MID.ru, Moscow, 18 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://mid.ru/
ru/foreign_policy/news/2047527/ 
121   TASS editorial team, ‘Лавров: реваншизм набирает силу не только в Германии, он “буквально прет” в 
Финляндии’, ТАСС, 18 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/politika/25094733
122   TASS editorial team, ‘В Кремле оценили сроки восстановления отношений с Финляндией’, ТАСС, 18 
September 2025. Retrieved 4 October 2025 from https://tass.ru/politika/25089095
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has led to depopulation, particularly in the south-eastern region, as Russians 
have stopped buying property and no longer spend their money in Finland. The 
Finnish government is to blame, says Chepa, ‘because they allow themselves to be 
controlled by the West’.123

Category: Political initiative

2 OCTOBER: PRESIDENT PUTIN ATTACKS FINLAND (AND SWEDEN) 
USING HISTORICAL REFERENCES
At the Valdai Discussion Club, Glenn Diesen – a professor at the University of 
South-Eastern Norway and renowned in Norwegian politics as a representative 
of a pro-Russian party – asked Putin a question about Sweden and Finland. Putin 
dismissed Finnish (and Swedish) NATO membership as ‘nonsense’, but while also 
adding that Russia would have to create a new military district with new weapons 
systems because of their membership. While everything concerning Sweden had 
been settled with King Karl XII and Poltava, Putin said that everything in the case 
of Finland had been settled with the Second World War: ‘And what is the problem 
with Finland? What is the problem? There is no problem at all. Everything was 
settled, all treaties were signed after the Second World War. For what? Did they 
want to capitalise on Russia’s strategic defeat and take something back? Again, I 
could make a certain gesture, but I cannot do that in front of the ladies.’ Putin also 
mocked President Stubb’s golfing with Donald Trump and questioned Finland’s 
sovereignty. Putin portrayed NATO as dictating to Finland, including on weapons 
systems: ‘Who is going to challenge that? The Finns?’124

Category: Political initiative.

123   alexchepa_duma, Telegram post, 18 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://t.me/
alexchepa_duma/3773 
124   Заседание дискуссионного клуба ‘Валдай’, kremlin.ru, 2 October 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from 
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/78134
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4.2 QUANTIFICATION OF ACTIVITIES 
Forty incidents are listed for 2025, up to 2 October. Political statements dominate, 
accounting for 30 of the 40 events. Twenty-four incidents relate in one way or 
another to Nazism, more or less directly. Eight incidents concern the destruction of 
monuments (two of which involve Russia highlighting minor cases of vandalism of 
Soviet monuments in Finland). War threats are noted six times, while legal actions 
appear four times, activists twice and memorial services once. 
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DATE EVENT / DESCRIPTION
POLITICAL 
STATEMENT

REFERENCES 
TO NAZISM

LEGAL 
MEASURES

MONUMENT 
DESTRUCTIONS

ACTIVIST 
ACTIONS

MEMORIAL 
SERVICES

THREATS  
OF WAR

30/1 Presentation of the Black Book 1 1

14/2 The Black Book highlighted by the Russian MFA 1 1

27/3 Decision on the Ihantala stone 1 1

31/3 Removal of the Tienhaara plaque 1 1 1 1

25/4 Ihantala stone destroyed 1 1 1

1/5 Russian Embassy on the vandalism of Soviet 
monuments in Finland 1

27/5 Finland identified as one of ten countries 1 1 1

25/6 Covering of memorial sites at Sortavala cemetery 1

25/6 Conviction against Russian journalist 1 1

7/7 Russian MFA-report against Finland 1 1

18/7 Vandalism of war graves in Räisälä 1 1

25/7 Memorial stone for church removed in Antrea 1 1

3/8 Kokkosalmi memorial stone sprayed with Z 1 1

5/8 Disruption of memorial service at Sandarmokh 1 1 1

19/8 Lavrov reminds Stubb of Finland’s perpetual 
neutrality 1 1

19/8 Medinsky accuses Finland of being proud of killing 
children 1 1

19/8 Russian MFA attacks President Stubb 1 1

25/8 Russian MFA reiterates claims linking Finland to 
Nazism 1 1

29/8 Russian MFA attacks President Stubb again 1

2/9 Medvedev mocks Finland’s losses 1

2/9 Russian MFA follows up against Stubb 1 1

3/9 The first targets in a war would be Finland’s NATO 
bases 1 1 1

5/9 Medvedev at the Finnish border 1

5/9 Zakharova claims that President Stubb has gone mad 1

8/9 Medvedev publishes essay on Finland 1 1 1

8/9 TASS circulates threats from Medvedev in a first 
article 1 1

8/9 TASS issues a second article in which Medvedev 
distorts history 1 1

8/9 TASS circulates Medvedev’s accusation that the EU 
is behind Finland’s revanchism 1 1 1

8/9 Duma statement claiming that Finland is causing 
tension 1

8/9 Statements in the Federation Council: Finland 
‘anti-Russia’ 1

9/9 Chairman of Committee on Defence calls Finland  
a fascist stronghold. 1 1 1

9/9 MFA statement alleging loss of Finnish sovereignty 1

9/9 Russian senator claims Finnish politicians will have  
to answer to the people 1

10/9 Russian MFA amplifies Medvedev I 1 1

10/9 Russian MFA amplifies Medvedev II 1 1

17/9 SVR claims Nazi Germany subjugated Finland  
before WW2 1 1

18/9 Lavrov claims revanchism is growing in Finland 1

18/9 Ivanov: Restoring relations with Finland may take 
decades 1

18/9 Duma member blames Finland’s leadership for 
depopulation 1

2/10 Putin attacks Finland 1

TOTAL: 30 24 4 8 2 1 6
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4.3 PROPAGANDISTS ON TV, IN PRINT AND ONLINE 
Amplification of messaging plays a key role in the Russian information influence 
ecosystem, which is coordinated by the Kremlin. This occurs in different ways 
and targets different audiences, both inside and outside Russia. What appears 
on TV, media sites and social media deepens, reinforces and extends the official 
messages. Various propagandists may also go further and express themselves 
in cruder, more explicit terms. The examples provided here of how the Russian 
campaign against Finland has been amplified in various ways by no means 
constitute a full survey: instead, they should be viewed as illustrative examples of 
methods and narratives employed. 

Television plays a crucial role in reaching the population for domestic media 
consumption in Russia. According to Levada (June 2024), TV remains the main 
source of news for the majority of Russians (65 per cent), although the Internet 
is gaining importance, particularly among younger generations. TV channels are 
viewed as the most reliable of all media types, while the Internet is often used as 
a complement for fast information. This shows that state-controlled TV retains 
its central role in the Russian domestic information environment, which makes it a 
powerful instrument for state influence. The most famous Russian presenters also 
include some of the country’s foremost propagandists.125 The domestic audience is 
the target audience for Russian TV channels.

Anatoly Kuzichev, the presenter of Время покажет (‘Time Will Tell’) on Russia’s 
Channel One, is one of the people who have mentioned Finland on a number of 
occasions. On 11 June, he said: ‘I want to remember 1944. Yesterday was the 81st 
anniversary of the start of the Vyborg-Petrozavodsk operation, during which the 
Red Army delivered a crushing blow to Finland, Nazi Germany’s last ally on the 
Northern Front.’ On 5 September, the same day Dmitry Medvedev visited the 
Finnish border, Kuzichev talked about how the previous day ‘was the anniversary 
of Finland’s withdrawal from the Soviet-Finnish war’ in 1944 – the very event that 
President Stubb ‘is proud of’. He emphasised that Finland had been part of ‘the 
Hitlerite, Nazi coalition’. 126

A clip of a fairly old interview with Sergey Lavrov has circulated in various 
programmes, such as Rossiya 1’s 60 минут, 60 minutes, hosted by Olga Skabeyeva 
and her husband Yevgeny Popov on 19 August127, and in NTV’s programme Рандеву, 
Rendezvous.128 In the clip, Lavrov talks about the 1944 armistice, when ‘Finland 
[…] fought on the side of Nazi Germany’, and it is claimed that Finland signed for 
‘perpetual neutrality’. 

Political scientist Stanislav Tkachenko, a professor at St Petersburg State 
University, is a frequent guest on Russian talk shows. On 3 June, in the Rossiya-1 
programme Evening with Vladimir Solovyov, Russia’s most well-known television 
host,129 he talked about Finnish history, claiming that Finns have always ‘tried 
to lean on someone, or found themselves under the influence of another state – 
whether Sweden, the Russian Empire or Nazi Germany on the eve of the Second 

125   Levada-Center, ‘The role of television and the Internet as the main sources of news and the TOP 
most popular Russian journalists’, 7 June 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 fromhttps://www.levada.ru/
en/2024/06/07/the-role-of-television-and-the-internet-as-the-main-sources-of-news-and-the-top-most-
popular-russian-journalists/ 
126   Время покажет, programme hosted by Anatolij Kuzitjev, Pervyj kanal (Channel 1 in Russia), 11 June and 
5 September 2025.
127   60 минут, led by Olga Skabejeva och Jevgenij Popov, Rossija 1, 19 August 2025.
128   Рандеву, NTV, 5 September 2025.
129   Levada-Center, ‘The role of television and the Internet as the main sources of news and the TOP 
most popular Russian journalists’, 7 June 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 fromhttps://www.levada.ru/
en/2024/06/07/the-role-of-television-and-the-internet-as-the-main-sources-of-news-and-the-top-most-
popular-russian-journalists/ 
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World War.’130 Solovyov is on the EU sanctions list.131

Comments have been made on Russian TV channels regarding the fact that 
Finnish Air Force wings have finally removed the swastika from their colours.132 
For instance, political scientist Alexander Dudyak told RT that just because the 
swastika has been removed from the flag, this does not mean it has been removed 
from their thoughts: ‘and we can see what is going on in their heads’.133 

Yuri Podkopayev, host of Новости недели, Weekly News, on the Russian Ministry 
of Defence TV channel Zvezda, launched a fierce attack on 24 August, with a 
lengthy attack on Alexander Stubb: ‘Of course, the President of Finland failed to 
mention that Helsinki was a reliable ally of Hitler at that time. The Finns took part 
in the blockade of Leningrad, there were Nazi concentration camps on Finnish soil, 
and during the armistice with Moscow in 1944 – when, as Stubb put it, a solution 
was found – Mannerheim, as he himself wrote in a letter to Hitler, agreed to an 
armistice out of desperation under the pressure of the Red Army’s offensive. 
Stubb also spoke of the conditions under which Mannerheim made peace with 
Moscow, when he reluctantly turned his guns on German troops. Finland, as the 
losing country, agreed to pay reparations to the Soviet Union, reduce the size of 
its army and cede a large part of the Karelian Isthmus, including Vyborg, as well as 
some northern areas. In fact, Helsinki capitulated. But politically, Finland committed 
to being a neutral state. And incidentally, the country benefited from this. Good 
neighbourly relations with the Soviet Union made it possible for Finland to become 
a prosperous country, and President Urho Kekkonen was elected to four terms of 
office. In 1969, at the age of 69, he completed a 200-kilometre trek across the 
main range of the Caucasus Mountains together with Alexei Kosygin, the Chairman 
of the Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union, with whom he had a long-standing 
friendship. As the wise Finn once said: it is better to be a bridge than a platform. So 
the analogy with Ukraine is truly striking. When Stubb was apparently made aware 
of the groundbreaking message he had delivered to Europe and the world, he 
immediately retracted the statement he had made in the Finnish media.’134

On 24 September, exactly one month later, Aleksandr Stepanov from the Academy 
of Political Sciences appeared on Zvezda’s daily current affairs programme 
Открытый эфир (Open air). Stepanov has previously alleged that Finnish 
mercenaries had been trained by Skypo (Supo in Finnish), the Finnish Security 
and Intelligence Service, and had joined Ukraine purporting to be volunteer 
field medics.135 Both Finland and Sweden are threatened in the discussion; their 
sovereignty is questioned with claims that Finland has never been a real state, the 
Finns have always been subjugated by others – first 700 years of Swedish rule, and 
then Russian. Karelia is involved with derision: does Finland really miss Karelia all 
that much? Finland is described as a ‘historic suicide project’ and ‘a new Ukraine’ 
following its accession to NATO. Sweden is identified as a threat to Russia. A 

130   Kväll med Vladimir Solovjov, Rossija 1, 3 June 2025
131   Council Decision (CFSP) 2023/572 of 13 March 2023 amending Decision 2014/145/CFSP 
concerning restrictive measures in respect of actions undermining or threatening the territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine, Official Journal of the European Union, L 75, 
14 March 2023. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/
HTML/?uri=CELEX:32023D0572&qid=1681490813094&from=EN 
132   The Finnish Air Force used the swastika from 1918, when it appeared on its first aircraft, donated 
by Count Eric von Rosen and flown from Umeå to Vaasa. The swastika was the Count’s symbol of good 
fortune and was later used by the Nazis in Germany. 
133   Polina Poletaeva, ‘Политолог объяснил решение ВВС Финляндии убрать свастику со своего флага’, RT, 
28 August 2025. https://russian.rt.com/world/news/1527516-politolog-vvs-finlyandiya-svastika Retrieved 
3 October 2025.
134   Новости недели, TV channel Zvezda, 24 August 2025. 
135   Matvej Koporusjkin, ‘Эксперт Степанов: Финские наемники ВСУ прошли спецподготовку в тайной 
полиции’, Российская газета (RG.ru), 7 Februar 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://
rg.ru/2025/02/07/ekspert-stepanov-finskie-naemniki-vsu-proshli-specpodgotovku-v-tajnoj-policii.html

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32023D0572&qid=1681490813094&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32023D0572&qid=1681490813094&from=EN
https://russian.rt.com/world/news/1527516-politolog-vvs-finlyandiya-svastika
https://rg.ru/2025/02/07/ekspert-stepanov-finskie-naemniki-vsu-proshli-specpodgotovku-v-tajnoj-policii.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://rg.ru/2025/02/07/ekspert-stepanov-finskie-naemniki-vsu-proshli-specpodgotovku-v-tajnoj-policii.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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threat is embedded in the rhetoric: if Sweden continues to support Finland, 
Sweden’s territorial status may also be ‘reconsidered’ in the future.136

On 1 October, Vladimir Solovyov mentioned Finland and Sweden in his evening 
programme on Rossiya 1. The message is that these countries were dragged into 
NATO, that they were subject to Western coercion rather than free will. According 
to Solovyov, North Korea deserves to be allowed to build sanatoriums in Finland, 
because they are good workers. The underlying worldview presented is that 
Finland is a territory at the disposal of Russia and its allies. Solovyov also argues 
that after Finland, Russia will move on to Sweden. These countries are regarded as 
having a lot, such as reindeer, golf clubs and construction projects, and Solovyov 
issues a crude threat that sticks will be shoved up our backsides and that we will 
go on being forced to keep building with our ‘distorted faces’.137

Somewhere between influencer and television 
figure is the oligarch Konstantin Malofeev, 
owner of Tsargrad TV, a TV channel and website 
that disseminates the message of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. On his Telegram channel, 
Malofeev claimed that Stubb had gone mad and 
that he ought to be grateful for ‘our generosity’ 
in terms of independence. This message 
was also distributed via Tsargrad TV and its 
Telegram channel.138 At the time, Tsargrad TV 
had already claimed that Finland was building a 
‘Mannerheim fence’139 and turning schools into 
drone factories, and he referred to the Second 
World War. Moreover, Tsargrad threatens that 
Russia will turn Finland into another Ukraine: 
‘You might laugh or shrug when casting a 
glance over the fence at the neighbours, were 
it not for the fact that this news fits so neatly 
into the context of preparations for war with 
Russia. NATO is methodically preparing for this, 
as one of the fronts in a major continental war, 
according to the plans of the global elites, is to 
be fought in the north. And Finland is at risk of 
becoming a kind of “Northern Ukraine”.’140 

On 20 September, Tsargrad TV also reported 
that Finland and Sweden are preparing for a 
new siege of Leningrad and will become cannon fodder for NATO. The reporting 
links contemporary developments to the Second World War, singling out Finland 
as jointly responsible for the siege where ‘the Finnish SS surpassed the German 
SS when it came to atrocities’ and where Sweden ‘provided the Third Reich with 
equipment throughout the war’. Tsargrad also alludes to the sinking of the S/S 

136   Открытый эфир, daily current affairs programme on the Zvezda TV channel, 24 September 2025.
137   Kväll med Vladimir Solovjov, Rossija 1, 1 October 2025.
138   ‘Независимость Финляндии – это не ваша заслуга: Малофеев разнёс высказывание Стубба о “победе 
над СССР”’, Tsargrad.tv, 3 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tsargrad.tv/news/
nezavisimost-finljandii-jeto-ne-vasha-zasluga-malofeev-raznjos-vyskazyvanie-stubba-o-pobede-nad-
sssr_1357969
139   ‘Mannerheim fence’ in this context is a mocking allusion to the Mannerheim Line: construction of this 
began in the 1920s, and it played an important role in the Winter War of 1939–1940. 
140   ‘В Финляндии начали строить “забор Маннергейма”: Страну готовят для СВО, финские школы отдают 
под сборочные цеха беспилотников’, Tsargrad.tv, 27 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://
tsargrad.tv/articles/v-finljandii-nachali-stroit-zabor-mannergejma-stranu-gotovjat-dlja-svo-finskie-shkoly-
otdajut-pod-sborochnye-ceha-bespilotnikov_1349748

https://tsargrad.tv/news/nezavisimost-finljandii-jeto-ne-vasha-zasluga-malofeev-raznjos-vyskazyvanie-stubba-o-pobede-nad-sssr_1357969
https://tsargrad.tv/news/nezavisimost-finljandii-jeto-ne-vasha-zasluga-malofeev-raznjos-vyskazyvanie-stubba-o-pobede-nad-sssr_1357969
https://tsargrad.tv/news/nezavisimost-finljandii-jeto-ne-vasha-zasluga-malofeev-raznjos-vyskazyvanie-stubba-o-pobede-nad-sssr_1357969
https://tsargrad.tv/news/nezavisimost-finljandii-jeto-ne-vasha-zasluga-malofeev-raznjos-vyskazyvanie-stubba-o-pobede-nad-sssr_1357969
https://tsargrad.tv/articles/v-finljandii-nachali-stroit-zabor-mannergejma-stranu-gotovjat-dlja-svo-finskie-shkoly-otdajut-pod-sborochnye-ceha-bespilotnikov_1349748
https://tsargrad.tv/articles/v-finljandii-nachali-stroit-zabor-mannergejma-stranu-gotovjat-dlja-svo-finskie-shkoly-otdajut-pod-sborochnye-ceha-bespilotnikov_1349748
https://tsargrad.tv/articles/v-finljandii-nachali-stroit-zabor-mannergejma-stranu-gotovjat-dlja-svo-finskie-shkoly-otdajut-pod-sborochnye-ceha-bespilotnikov_1349748
https://tsargrad.tv/articles/v-finljandii-nachali-stroit-zabor-mannergejma-stranu-gotovjat-dlja-svo-finskie-shkoly-otdajut-pod-sborochnye-ceha-bespilotnikov_1349748
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Hansa, the Gotland ferry torpedoed in 
1944 with 74 dead: ‘It was no wonder that 
our submariners were ordered to sink 
“neutral” Swedish ships together with 
German ones.’ The message is that Russia 
must be prepared for a military response 
to this ‘hostile encirclement’ by Finland 
and Sweden. This content plays on the 
emotions of a Russian audience and 
directly associates Finland and Sweden 
with Nazi war crimes.141 The AI-generated 
illustrations in the article are striking to 
say the least, depicting Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson and King Carl XVI Gustaf 
alongside a portrait of Adolf Hitler 
surrounded by the flags of Finland and 
Sweden (see the illustration).

Malofeev is also involved in the think tank 
Katehon, where Alexandr Dugin serves as 
an ideological figurehead spreading a neo-
Eurasian worldview in the Russian public 
sphere. Dugin, who has a substantial 
European far-right network, stated in 
January 2025 that there was a need for 
the Russian Empire to redraw its borders 
to include Finland.142

On 25 September, Alexander Artamonov, 
head of Sputnik’s French-language 
service, was featured on Tsargrad TV as 
a military expert. Artamonov addressed 
Finland’s role in the siege of Leningrad, 
stating that ‘after the war they wriggled 
out of Nuremberg, because Stalin 
personally imposed a resolution not to 
touch the Finnish leader Mannerheim’. 
The message is that Finland constitutes 
a human shield for the West, and will 
become a ‘disposable asset’ in any 
conflict.143

Such statements are also amplified in 
Russian newspapers. The number of follow-up articles was notable, particularly 
after Dmitry Medvedev’s various outbursts against Finland in September 2025: this 
has also been observed in the Finnish press.144 Lenta.ru ran the headline ‘Finland 

141   ‘Финны и шведы подготовили “блокаду Ленинграда 2.0”: НАТО нашло новое “пушечное мясо” для 
России’, Tsargrad.tv, 9 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tsargrad.tv/articles/finy-i-
shvedy-podgotovili-blokadu-leningrada-20-nato-nashlo-novoe-pushechnoe-mjaso-dlja-rossii_136385
142   Александр Дугин, ‘Самое время нарисовать новые карты Русской Империи Будущего — с Прибалтикой, 
Финляндией, Польшей и Западной Пруссией’, Bezformata / Saransk, 14 January 2025. Retrieved 3 October 
2025 from https://saransk.bezformata.com/listnews/dugin-samoe-vremya/141295349/ 
143   Артамонов, ‘Раскрыл истинную роль Финляндии в НАТО: Хельсинки готовят на роль “полена для топки” 
большого конфликта’, Tsargrad.tv, 25 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://tsargrad.tv/
dzen/artamonov-raskryl-istinnuju-rol-finljandii-v-nato-helsinki-gotovjat-na-rol-polena-dlja-topki-bolshogo-
konflikta_1379944
144   Arja Paananen, ‘Kiihkeä Suomi-mollaus jatkuu Venäjällä: “Näennäisvaltio etsii itseään…”’, Ilta-Sanomat, 
11 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.is.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000011485578.html 
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has become a threat to Russia’, quoting military expert Oleg Glazunov as saying 
that Finland’s NATO membership has made it a real military threat to Russia and 
could act as a bridgehead for any attack on Russia. According to Glazunov, NATO 
is using Finland for its interests in Ukraine, thereby increasing the threat to Russia. 
He also stated that historically, Finns have always opposed Russia and have 
always fought against Russia ever since Finland gained its independence in 1917: 
‘The Finns have never liked us, even though they were part of Sweden before they 
became part of Russia. Finland did not gain its independence from Sweden, but 
from Soviet Russia. It is impossible to comprehend why they constantly regard us 
as their enemy. We want to be friends with Finland, but they have no desire to be 
friends with us.’145

The news site Vzgljad wondered in a headline how Russia might punish Finland 
for its Russophobia. Military expert Yuri Knutov, a retired colonel and military 
historian, claimed that Finland is continuing to dream of a ‘Greater Finland’ that 
would unite the Finno-Ugric peoples on both sides of the Gulf of Finland and in 
East Karelia: ‘It is safe to say that the Finns are aiming to establish control over the 
Northern Sea Route and the Baltic Sea. They are also interested in the resources 
that they could obtain by establishing influence over certain regions of the Russian 
Federation – primarily Karelia, which has traditionally been attractive to Finland.’ 
Sweden and Norway are also identified as a threat to the Northern Sea Route. 
In the same article, political scientist and doctoral candidate in history Vadim 
Trukhachev is interviewed about Medvedev’s statement on the rapid Ukrainisation 
of Finland: ‘God forbid – only Belarus can be “Ukrainised”, because it concerns part 
of the Russian people. Finns are a completely different people, so they cannot be 
“Ukrainised”. I would prefer to use the expression “turn Finland into a fourth Baltic 
republic”.’146

On 3 September, RIA Novosti quoted Mikhail Myagkov, Scientific Director of the 
Russian Military Historical Society (RVIO) – which also published the Black Book 
in early 2025 – as criticising Stubb’s statements about 1944, calling them as 
‘madness’ or ‘a misunderstanding’. Myagkov argued that Finland’s independence 
in 1944 came about only because of the goodwill of the Soviet Union, and in 
particular because of a direct order from Joseph Stalin that Soviet troops should 
not cross the Finnish border when they reached it. Myagkov also claimed that 
Finland ‘practically lost its sovereignty’ through its NATO membership and is 
pursuing a revanchist policy. 

4.3.1 SOCIAL MEDIA
For international audiences, social media is the most important channel used by 
Russia to get its message across. Some examples of Russia’s behaviour on social 
media illustrate how this information is disseminated. 

When Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson Maria Zakharova attacked 
President Stubb on 19 August, a number of Russian accounts stepped in to amplify 
the message on X. These included MyLordBebo with over 700,000 followers147 and 
Zlatti_71 with over 185,000 followers.148 These accounts have been identified by 
the French authority Viginum – which is responsible for detecting and analysing 

145   Julia Sytjova, ‘Политолог назвал ставшую угрозой страну — соседа России’, Lenta.ru, 10 September 
2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://lenta.ru/news/2025/09/10/politolog-nazval-stavshuyu-
ugrozoy-stranu-soseda-rossii/
146   Andrej Rezjikov, ‘Как Россия может наказать Финляндию за русофобию’, VZ.ru, 10 September 2025. 
Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://vz.ru/politics/2025/9/10/1358611.html 
147   MyLordBebo, X post, 19 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/MyLordBebo/
status/1957750506450751802
148   Zlatti_71, X post, 19 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/Zlatti_71/
status/1957697386320433390
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https://lenta.ru/news/2025/09/10/politolog-nazval-stavshuyu-ugrozoy-stranu-soseda-rossii/
https://lenta.ru/news/2025/09/10/politolog-nazval-stavshuyu-ugrozoy-stranu-soseda-rossii/
https://vz.ru/politics/2025/9/10/1358611.html
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foreign digital information influence – as 
belonging to the disinformation group 
Storm-1516.149 This group may be described 
as a successor to Yevgeny Prigozhin’s 
notorious Internet Research Agency. 
Viginum describes the Storm-1516 
distribution chain as particularly complex, 
stating that it has evolved over time. The 
tactics reveal the extent of the efforts made 
by operators to lend narrative credibility, 
but also the strong coordination – and 
sometimes overlap – between Storm-1516 
and other Russian groups.150

Zlatti_71 defended the Molotov-Ribbentrop 
Pact and its Secret Additional Protocol 
in a series of posts on X on 6 May 2025, 
including a link to an AI podcast, repeating 
Stalin’s propaganda that the pact was a 
tactical necessity following the ‘failure of 
the West’. In consecutive posts, one was 
about Finland and the consequences of the 
Pact: ‘The Soviet Union invaded Finland in 
1939 after Finland refused a proposed territorial exchange. The Soviets wanted 
to move the border further away from Leningrad to protect the city from future 
attack. That fear proved justified when Finland joined the Nazi invasion in 1941 and 
helped to surround Leningrad in a siege that killed over a million civilians.’

Zlatti_71 and MyLordBebo also posted on 
the topic of Finland, Nazism and the Second 
World War on 18 and 19 August, where 
Finland was singled out as committing 
atrocities during the siege of Leningrad,151 
that Finland was allied with Nazi Germany 
in 1944,152 and the solution for Ukraine is 
simple: do as Finland did, cede land and 
become neutral. 153 MyLordBebo attacked 
Finland’s Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen on 
1 September, saying she was using ‘good old 
Nazi rhetoric’.154

149   The Finnish site MVlehti.net and its editor-in-
chief Janus Putkonen are also identified by Viginum 
as having been involved in a number of Storm-1516 
information operations, and are assessed as likely to 
have been funded or mobilised through Russian influence 
operations. 
150   TLP-CLEAR, Technical Report: Storm-1516, 
SGDSN / VIGINUM, 7 May 2025. Retrieved 3 October 
2025 from https://www.sgdsn.gouv.fr/files/files/
Publications/20250507_TLP-CLEAR_NP_SGDSN_
VIGINUM_Technical%20report_Storm-1516.pdf
151  Zlatti_71, X post, 19 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/Zlatti_71/
status/1957690910776365523
152   Zlatti_71, X post, 18 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/Zlatti_71/
status/1957522520338468881
153   MyLordBebo, X post, 18 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/MyLordBebo/
status/1957544066108871025 
154   MyLordBebo, X post, 1 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/MyLordBebo/
status/1962388340344283145

http://mvlehti.net
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MyLordBebo and Zlatti_71 are also identified as Russian accounts by the Centre 
for Countering Disinformation (CCD) in Ukraine, which names them along with 
five other accounts with a total of 1.5 million followers.155 At least two of these 
accounts have also been active against Finland: Alex_Oloyede2 with over 300,000 
followers, and SMO_VZ with a much more modest 40,000 followers.156 SMO_VZ 
can also be linked to the IslanderWORLD account, which has been mentioned 
alongside MyLordBebo as a partner to the Russian propaganda channel Sputnik 
Africa. 

Those who reinforced narratives about Finland, Nazism and the Second World War 
following Stubb’s statements about 1944 in the White House in August included 
RT’s editor-in-chief Margarita Simonyan, who wrote on 18 August: ‘Finland decides 
to remind world it fought against Russians alongside the Nazis. In a war it lost, 
which resulted in Finland ceding its territory, paying reparations, and charging its 
own leader with war crimes.’157

Westerners who work or have worked for the Russian propaganda channel RT are 
another category of actors spreading the Russian narrative on social media. 

Irishman Chay Bowes lives in Russia, works for RT and was invited by Russia to 
the UN Security Council in 2023, where he criticised Western arms deliveries to 
Ukraine. Before the Security Council, he stated that such deliveries meant an 
escalation that benefits only Western elites and the defence industries.158 In May 
2025, Bowes was prevented from entering Romania ahead of the presidential 
election and placed on a flight to Turkey.159 It has also been noted that Bowes has 
disseminated disinformation from the Russian disinformation group Storm-1516.160 

As early as 20 March 2025, Bowes raised the Nazi theme in a post on X: ‘The 
Finns fought alongside their close ally, the Nazis, in WW2. The Finns also ran 
brutal concentration camps for Russian civilians, including young Children in 
Karelia, in WW2.’161 Bowes continued on 22 March by posting two videos of two 
state visits to Finland: one of Zelenskyy in the Finnish parliament, and the other 
of Hitler landing at Immola airfield on 4 June 1942: ‘In Finland, a country that 
fought the Allies alongside their Nazi allies, they welcomed the black clad Dictator 
of Ukraine, another country who energetically supported and Supports Nazis, to 
their Parliament with a standing ovation It all looks so familiar as history repeats’.162 
After Stubb’s statement at the White House on 18 August, Bowes posted a colour 
photo of Mannerheim and Hitler taken during the visit on the occasion of the 75th 
anniversary, with a caption stating that Stubb forgot to say a few things: ‘Like the 
fact they fought alongside the Nazis and operated concentration camps in Karelia, 

155   Centre for Countering Disinformation, Analytical Report: English-Language Accounts on X Potentially 
Exploited by the Russian Federation (20 February 2025). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://cpd.gov.
ua/en/report/analytical-report-english-language-accounts-on-x-potentially-exploited-by-the-russian-
federation/
156  alex_oloyede2, X post, 11 June 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/alex_oloyede2/
status/1943746825166410067
157   M_Simonyan, X post, 18 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/M_Simonyan/
status/1957541546963746922 
158   On the UN Security Council briefing on arms supplies to Ukraine, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Russia / India domain), 6 July 2023. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/
news/1985783/
159   Diarmuid Pepper & Andrew Walsh, ‘RT broadcaster Chay Bowes detained and denied entry to 
Romania’, TheJournal.ie, 1 May 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.thejournal.ie/chay-bowes-
arrested-in-romania-upon-landing-to-cover-election-6693708-May2025/
160  Julia Smirnova, Karolin Schwarz & Saman Nazari, Storm-1516 and R-FBI: Russian Attempts to Interfere 
in the German Election (Alliance4Europe, 13 February 2025). Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://
alliance4europe.eu/storm-1516-german-elections 
161   BowesChay, X post, 20 March 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/BowesChay/
status/1902752039781749019
162   BowesChay, X post, 22 March 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/BowesChay/
status/1903344392540193222
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where Russian children were starved’163 On 24 August, Bowes posted on X photos 
of Zelenskyy alongside Hitler’s 1942 visit to congratulate Mannerheim on his 75th 
birthday, with the caption: ‘Finland, just like Ukraine, has always been on the same 
side of history. The Nazi side.’ In an X post on 6 September, he claimed that Finland 
had concentration camps for Soviet women and children in a post about German 
Nazi ideology, stating that the EU is the German ‘Fourth Reich’.164 

Former British MP George Galloway – 
who sat in the House of Commons for 
a few months in 2024 – was the host of 
the RT-broadcast programme Sputnik: 
Orbiting the World with George Galloway’ 
2013–2022 until UK regulator Ofcom 
revoked RT’s broadcasting licence after 
repeated breaches of impartiality rules 
in its broadcasts.165 Twitter, now X, also 
labelled Galloway’s account as ‘Russia 
state-affiliated media’: Galloway challenged 
this designation in the Irish Supreme Court 
and won, so X had to pay his legal costs.166 
Galloway wrote on 19 August: ‘Either 
Finland has a president who did not know 
his country was a Nazi ally, a member of the 
Axis, convicted of War Crimes or... he’s proud 
of it.’167 And in another post, he said: ‘Stub 
your toe on history why don’t you! Finland 
was on the er, defeated side! That is, the 
NAZI side!168

Scott Ritter, a former US Marine, is a regular contributor to Russian state-
controlled media and has been listed by Ukraine’s Centre for Countering 
Disinformation as one of Russia’s propagandists.169 In the YouTube podcast Judging 
Freedom with Judge Andrew Napolitano, Ritter stated that if Finland thinks it 
has the backing of NATO and can pick a fight with Russia, Finland will end up 
without a capital city. Ritter also alleges that the Finnish elite were influenced 
by the ‘European deep state’ to perceive Russia as a threat, despite the Soviet 
Union showing ‘historic mercy’ by granting Finland neutrality, despite the country’s 
collaboration with the Nazis and participation in the siege of Leningrad.170 This 
message was reinforced by Tsargrad TV.171 Ritter is also one of the officers of a 

163  BowesChay, X post, 18 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/BowesChay/
status/1957558942080610681
164   BowesChay, X post, 6 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/BowesChay/
status/1964254815858426300
165   ‘Ofcom finds RT in breach of due impartiality rules’, Ofcom, 18 July 2022. Retrieved 3 October 2025 
from https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/broadcast-standards/ofcom-finds-rt-in-breach-
of-due-impartiality-rules
166   James Titcomb, ‘Elon Musk’s X ordered to pay George Galloway after labelling his account “Russia-
state affiliated”’, Yahoo News, 3 December 2024. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.yahoo.com/
news/elon-musk-x-ordered-pay-162643104.html
167   George Galloway, X post, 19 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/
georgegalloway/status/1957812671169822902?s=46 
168   George Galloway, X post, 19 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://x.com/
georgegalloway/status/1957757971829563469
169   Giulia Carbonaro, ‘Tulsi Gabbard, Rand Paul Placed on List of Russian Propagandists by Ukraine’, 
Newsweek, 26 July 2022. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.newsweek.com/tulsi-gabbard-rand-
paul-placed-list-russian-propagandists-ukraine-1727831
170   Scott Ritter: How We Know Ukraine’s End Is Near, YouTube video, channel Judge Napolitano – 
Judging Freedom, 8 September 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UdPRGkVXK5U 
171   Tsargrad-TV reported on this on 13 September. https://tsargrad.tv/news/vot-i-vsjo-finljandija-stala-
ugrozoj-dlja-rossii-skott-ritter-zhdjot-nebyvalogo-udara_1366252 
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newly established think tank in Moscow: the International National Unity Club. 
One of its objectives is ‘to promote a respectful global attitude towards Russia, its 
history and its role in major events.’ The presidium also includes Alexandr Dugin 
and Professor Sergei Karaganov, who was an advisor to the Kremlin and influenced 
the drafting of the first Russian military doctrine in 1993, which included both 
nuclear deterrence and Russia’s right to ‘protect Russians abroad’. Ritter has been 
granted access to the TASS television studio through the National Unity Club 
(pictured here interviewing one of its chairs, Mykola Yanovych Azarov, former 
Prime Minister of Ukraine during the presidency of Viktor Yanukovych and now a 
politician in exile in Russia) for a large number of discussions, which are available 
on the think tank’s website. 

Collectively, the timeline of examples of dissemination shows how various in 
incidents, from vandalised monuments to legal rulings, are not isolated episodes 
but part of a coordinated whole that is an integral part of Russia’s international 
advocacy. The following discussion analyses how these elements interact in a logic 
of escalation that reinforces Russia’s instruments of power.
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DISCUSSION AND 
CONCLUSIONS

In 2025, Russia has conducted a deliberate campaign against Finland in which 
history is used as a key instrument. This campaign is not limited to rhetoric, but 
takes the form of legal processes, physical interventions in the commemorative 
landscape, diplomatic provocations and high-level statements. It is clear that the 
campaign has been decided upon, prioritised and at least partly coordinated from 
the Kremlin. Here, President Putin may be said to define the overall strategic 
direction, while Vladimir Medinsky, presidential adviser on historical affairs, may 
be deemed to be central to its implementation. The more crucial political elements 
are coordinated in the Kremlin and, given what we may assume based on what is 
known, regional representatives operate with greater autonomy on the basis of the 
strategic direction provided. 

Following President Alexander Stubb’s visit to Washington in August, there 
have also been harsh attacks on the President personally; not only in Russian 
propaganda, but also from official representatives including President Putin 
himself. Collectively, these actions create an escalating spiral in which history 
is used to undermine the legitimacy of Finland and establish the country as an 
adversary, laying the foundation for future escalation.

The campaign has used both the SVR and the FSB as sources of ‘historical 
findings’ in the archives that help paint a picture of a past that serves Russia’s 
purposes. 

One clear development in recent years is growing use of legal mechanisms to 
regulate and define history, using courts and prosecutors to build legitimacy and 
create leverage for future actions. Therefore, Russian courts and prosecutors 
constitute an important component of the campaign. A formal legal basis for 
further measures was established when the St Petersburg City Court ruled that 
the siege of Leningrad was genocide and identified Finland as complicit, and 
when the Petrozavodsk indictment of 2024 described Finland as responsible for 
genocide in Karelia. In 2025, this was reinforced by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs’ 
report on Finland’s ‘historical and international legal responsibility’, in which the 
need for an international campaign against Finland was presented openly. These 
documents and rulings are not legal in the Western sense, with an independent 
judiciary, but they provide the narratives with a semblance of legitimacy and 
prepare the ground for political demands, claims for damages and, ultimately, for 
potential territorial claims in the future.

The legal processes are complemented by physical interventions, and attacks, 
on memory culture. This involves both reshaping the cognitive understanding 
of history, and physically altering the commemorative landscape. The physical 
changes involved in taking action against monuments serve as visual and symbolic 
confirmation of the legal rulings: if the court says that Finland was a perpetrator, 
so the memorials must also be removed. Memorial stones in Ihantala, Tienhaara, 
Sortavala and Räisälä have been destroyed or covered up, often accompanied by 
claims of ‘Nazism’ and illegal erection. By attacking memorials to Finnish soldiers 
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and civilians on Russian territory, the Kremlin is literally attempting to erase 
Finland’s historical presence from the public space. When Russia does the same 
to Stalin’s victims in Sandarmokh, erasing them from historical memory, this also 
affects the Finnish victims of Stalin’s purges. 

The regional level is a particular dimension of the campaign, with authorities in 
Karelia and Leningrad Oblast being actively involved. Here, local activists and 
groups of nationalists are effectively given free rein to behave as henchmen. The 
destruction of monuments often follows complaints from Cossack associations or 
‘historical activists’, which creates an appearance of popular protest but in practice 
is sanctioned by local courts and authorities. One clear example is the disruption 
of the memorial service at Sandarmokh in August 2025, which was attended 
by Finnish, Swedish, Polish and German diplomats. Masked activists bearing Z 
symbols and imperial flags provoked the diplomats and called them ‘fascists’. This 
event was not a spontaneous protest, but a staged action. It is unlikely that it 
took place without at least the tacit approval of the Russian authorities. By using 
activists, the state is able to conceal its involvement while also sending a clear 
signal: Finland and others in the West are not welcome to honour the memory of 
Stalin’s victims. History is under the control of the Kremlin. 

Sandarmokh also clearly illustrates the long-term, procedural and sustained 
escalation of Russia’s methodical rewriting of history. First accusations, then 
‘excavations’ in 2019, the FSB releasing ‘documents’ relating to concentration 
camps, further accusations of mass murder, the memorial stone in December 
2023, prosecution for genocide in 2024, and then the disruption of the memorial 
service in 2025.

Against this background, Dmitry Medvedev’s actions in September constitute 
yet another escalatory event. As Deputy Chairman of the Security Council, he 
is able to speak with a mix of formal gravitas and political brutality, while still 
being a man whom President Putin can disown when it suits him. Medvedev’s 
trip to the Finnish border in September 2025 was deliberate, designed to anchor 
historical propaganda in a contemporary physical reality. By standing at the border 
and referring to Finland as a threat, and soon afterwards publishing an essay 
describing Finland as a Nazi ally responsible for genocide, he created powerful 
symbolism: the threat was not merely historical, but also contemporary and at 
close geographical quarters. By claiming that Russians were forced to wear red 
armbands and associating this with the Nazis’ Stars of David, he draws on the 
narrative constructed through allegations of Finnish concentration camps. This 
narrative framing has been cultivated by the Russians for a long time. Repetition 
works: indeed, it is a cornerstone of propaganda. Repetition of a message exploits 
the brain’s laziness and tendency to conserve energy. Humans use cognitive 
shortcuts and confuse what is familiar with what is true. A repeated message 
becomes familiar, and is therefore easier for the brain to process. That is why 
the familiar seems to be more credible even when it is false. Hence, lies that are 
constantly repeated can take root in people’s minds as ‘truth’.172 

Medvedev’s statements were also quickly amplified by three different 
representatives of the State Duma and the Federation Council, each emphasising 
different aspects – but all pointing in the same strategic direction. With statements 
claiming that Finland is causing tension, is a pseudo-state with parallels to 
Ukraine, that nothing can be ruled out and that tragic consequences may follow, 
Medvedev’s statement became a well-orchestrated multi-stage escalation. 

172   Edevald, A., & Österberg, J. (2025). Janusansiktet: En metafor för informationspåverkan och kognitiva 
bias (Rapport MPF 9/2025). Psychological Defence Agency.
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Russia also uses history to cast itself as the victim. Two incidents highlighting 
this took place in 2025: the Russian Embassy and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in Moscow drew attention to minor acts of vandalism against Soviet monuments 
in Finland, presumably for the purpose of justifying their own actions and arouse 
negative sentiment towards Finland. The Russian victim narrative is one of the 
Kremlin’s recurring favourites: the outside world is always evil and malevolent and 
acting against Russia. 

A key role in the entire chain of influence is played by the TASS news agency, 
which functions as a hub for the dissemination of political statements into 
the Russian ecosystem. When TASS published and quoted other Russian 
media – regarding Medvedev’s border statement and essay (in its entirety and 
split into different articles), for example – and subsequent comments by other 
representatives, these articles were published and reinforced by TASS in both 
Russian and English. This allowed them to be disseminated both within the Russian 
domestic media environment and internationally. Various social media accounts are 
used for international dissemination of the information, along with Western agents 
who repeat the Russian messages. 

The overall picture indicates the emergence of a logic of escalation that has 
developed over a number of years and centres on the following points: 

	· Narratives are established – Books and ‘research’ portray Finland as allied with 
Nazis, revanchist and Russophobic. 

	· Formal legitimacy is created – through prosecutors and judges. 

	· Physical acts take place – monuments are demolished or covered over, days of 
commemoration are changed.

	· Regional actors and activists are mobilised – Cossacks, nationalist groups and 
‘historical activists’ push the agenda, with at least the blessing and tacit approval 
of the authorities.

	· High-level statements are staged – Medvedev’s border visits and comments by 
Lavrov and Putin reinforce the propaganda narrative. 

	· The messages are disseminated and amplified in the Russian ecosystem. 

This constitutes an escalatable strategy that can continue over and over, where 
the pace and intensity are controlled from the Kremlin, which retains the ability to 
activate or suspend the strategy depending on the requirements of the tactical 
circumstances. A broad range of instruments can be employed: security and 
intelligence services, courts, prosecutors, politicians, government officials, think 
tanks, ‘activists’, media, Western intermediaries and anonymous propaganda 
accounts on social media. 

From vandalised monuments, Russia can proceed to diplomatic attacks, economic 
demands or military threats, all allegedly based on history. History thus becomes 
not merely a weapon in a narrative struggle, but an instrument of political and 
security policy pressure at multiple levels; from local courts in Karelia to the 
highest leadership of the Russian Security Council. It can be used to mobilise and 
unite the domestic population, but also to divide and paralyse Western cohesion. 
Ultimately, this could pave the way for armed aggression. Territorial claims are 
already embedded in the propaganda, referencing administrative boundaries 
amended by Alexander I. Claims for damages may also be used as a pretext for 
aggression. The language used to portray Finland as Nazi sympathisers is very 
similar to the way in which Russia refers to Ukraine, as well as the Baltic states. 
Ukraine was branded Nazi long before Russia’s first attack in 2014. Therefore, the 
Nazi label should not be dismissed lightly as tasteless propaganda, but understood 
as Russia having designated Finland as an enemy. 
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President Putin’s statement at the Valdai Discussion Club on 2 October highlights 
the importance of history when it comes to shaping Russian policy. By invoking 
historical events, such as Finland and the Second World War (and Poltava, in the 
case of Sweden), and by claiming that relations were ‘already settled’ as a result, 
NATO membership is recast not as self-defence by sovereign states, but as 
revanchism and an act of aggression against Russia. Putin’s statement highlights 
the key conclusions of the report:

	· History policy is strategic and central to the Russian state leadership. It is an 
integral part of the President’s own personal interests, rhetoric and decision-
making logic. 

	· History and narratives recounting (fabricated) grievances and the preservation 
of historical victories create motives for Russian military action. When Putin 
himself justifies a new military district and rearmament by invoking the Second 
World War (Finland) and Poltava (Sweden), the connection between narrative and 
military strategy cannot be ignored. 

The link between possible future acts of aggression and historical narratives is 
thus more or less explicit in Putin’s statements. Russian historical manipulation 
can be said to have three audiences: the domestic Russian population, the Finnish 
population and what may be summarised as ‘others’. For the Russian population, 
the historical narratives involve creating images of enemies and reinforcing a sense 
of siege. The image of a besieged population, surrounded by enemies who wish 
harm upon Russia and are preparing to attack Russia, binds loyalty to the Kremlin. 
It also prepares the Russians for a war of aggression, packaged as a defensive 
war. The Finnish population can be viewed as the most resilient audience in this 
context. Few people in Finland are receptive to the more aggressive propaganda, 
but there may be vulnerabilities in softer narratives concerning economic hardship 
stemming from the loss of Russian visitors in border regions, and Russian 
propaganda may trigger backlashes from individuals whose actions can then be 
employed by Russia. The wider international audience, which lacks the historical 
knowledge or depth of understanding of history, is more vulnerable than Finland. 
The greater the distance to from Finland, the greater the ignorance, and hence the 
greater the risk of Russian historical narratives taking hold. 

So, is historical manipulation effective in achieving influence? The challenge lies 
in assessing it; how is the impact of manipulation measured in a single component 
of the wider hybrid toolkit, where the impact may be minor until suddenly it is not? 
What, then, was the decisive component? The asymmetry between effort and 
reward may make it worthwhile failing ninety-nine times in order to succeed on 
the hundredth attempt. What can be said with certainty is that Russia considers it 
worthwhile to invest resources in pursuing these activities; and that this in itself is 
an indicator of the potential significance that the Kremlin attributes to them. 

5.1 WHAT CAN BE EXPECTED IN THE NEXT  
TWO YEARS?
The purpose of this chapter is to identify potential trajectories for the Russian 
history politics campaign against Finland over the next two years. These 
should be regarded as reasonable pathways given current trends in Russian 
politics, information strategy and the international context. The analysis uses a 
structured scenario methodology in which drivers, indicators and consequences 
are considered collectively. Russia’s central drivers are the domestic need for 
mobilisation through the regime’s need for external images of enemies as a basis 
for its own legitimacy; and, in foreign policy, the pressure to reshape the European 
security order into a multipolar world in which Russia secures influence over what 
it regards as its sphere of interest. A wide range of instruments are then used to 
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channel these drivers into the merging of history policy, strategic narratives and 
confrontation in the information arena. The two scenarios are described as A and 
B. It is difficult to envision a more favourable scenario in the short term, and so this 
has excluded altogether. 

5.1.1 SCENARIO A: CONTINUED PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN
The most likely development is that Russia will continue and deepen its use of 
history as an instrument of influence against Finland (and other states) over the 
next few years. We can expect to see an ongoing propaganda campaign, with 
varying intensity. History will also be used to justify Russian rearmament at the 
border, against what Russia describes as Finnish Second World War revanchism. 
Recurring themes portraying Finland as a Nazi ally, revanchist and Russophobic 
country will be kept current as a result. Accusations of war crimes in Karelia and 
involvement in the siege of Leningrad are highly likely to be repeated, while high-
ranking officials will continue to make statements whenever the Kremlin feels 
it is appropriate. It is also possible that legal demands and additional diplomatic 
incidents could lead to escalation. This could mean more proceedings in Russian 
courts in which Finland is identified as being responsible for genocide or other 
war crimes, with these legal cases then being used as a basis for compensation 
claims that are formulated in an increasingly aggressive and threatening manner. It 
is also possible that new incidents directed against memory culture and diplomats 
in Russia will be staged, as in Sandarmokh, to intimidate anyone who draws 
attention to a historiography that goes against the interests of the Kremlin. Further 
legal action may also be taken against such individuals in Russia, but also against 
citizens of other countries who question the Russian ‘historical truth’ about Finland. 

The aim is to entrench the image of Russia as the defender of moral order and 
Finland as a revisionist neighbouring state that threatens historical truth and the 
security of Russia. 

5.1.2 SCENARIO B: THE ATTACKS MOVE INTO FINLAND
A second scenario is that history policy may become part of a more direct hybrid 
influence rather than just a rhetorical and legal instrument. Scenario B can be 
described as Scenario A evolving and advancing further. There would then be 
further escalation through physical hybrid actions in Finland, similar to what has 
been seen in the Baltics. Narratives of ‘Nazism in Finland’ would then be combined 
with cyberattacks, sabotage and targeted psychological operations. This could 
include attacks on museums and monuments in Finland for the purpose of 
reinforcing the image of a ‘Nazi country’. Such actions could also be executed by 
agents, disguising them as operations motivated by a different purpose, but where 
the aim is to create maximum polarisation and generate enormous attention that 
furthers Russia’s foreign policy objectives. This more physical form of historical 
manipulation can be combined with cyberattacks against cultural institutions. The 
culture and education sectors would then become targets of influence campaigns 
aimed at undermining Finland’s international reputation. It is not possible to rule out 
various information provocations in this scenario. This might include alleged Finnish 
rhetoric about Greater Finland or the emergence of ‘forces’ asserting claims to 
Finnish territory: that Old Finland should be returned to Russia, for instance. This 
scenario is deemed to be less likely than scenario A.173

173   After the end of the study period for the report, information emerged indicating that hero grave 
monuments at Haaga Cemetery in Helsinki had been vandalised with pink paint and a swastika. The 
incident has been reported to the police, but the perpetrator is unknown. It is not possible at this stage 
to establish a link with Russia, therefore, but the incident is worth noting. Source: Virtanen, Milja. ‘Haagan 
sankarihautausmaan muistomerkki on töhritty’. Helsingin Sanomat, 13 November 2025. Retrieved 25 
November https://www.hs.fi/helsinki/art-2000011626216.html 

https://www.hs.fi/helsinki/art-2000011626216.html
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5.2 OVERALL ASSESSMENT
The driving force in both of these scenarios, as far as Russia is concerned, is 
to cause anxiety, fear, confusion and polarisation. What both scenarios have in 
common is the fact that history is no longer a passive matter of memory, but an 
active instrument in Russian security policy. The difference lies in the degree of 
institutionalisation and the choice of instruments: legal, communicative or military. 
It is even more unlikely, however, that Russia would choose to tone down or even 
discontinue its historical manipulation. History policy is now so deeply embedded 
in the Russian state’s claim to legitimacy that it will not be abandoned. In summary, 
we can expect that Russia will continue over the next two years to use history 
as a recurring instrument to influence Finland, shape the image of Finland on the 
international stage and mobilise its own people behind its own regime’s aggressive 
policies, dressed up in terms of ‘self-defence’; just as Russia and its predecessor, 
the Soviet Union, have done in the past. 

Legal processes, destruction of monuments and high-level statements function as 
an escalating chain in this respect, with every step reinforcing the image of Finland 
as a historical perpetrator, and as an enemy both now and in the future. This 
should be understood as a long-term, sustained strategy, rather than as ad hoc 
initiatives aligned with Russia’s overall objectives. This is why history is not merely 
about the past, but also the future. It is unlikely that history per se will lead to a 
casus belli, a cause of war, but it is highly likely that history will continue to be used 
to shape conflict narratives, legitimise threats and undermine the credibility of 
neighbouring states. Against this background, it is clear that historical manipulation 
cannot be addressed in a fragmented, reactive or isolated fashion. Addressing 
this threat requires a broader and long-term response, as set out in the following 
recommendations.

5.3 CONFRONTING HISTORICAL MANIPULATION 
TOGETHER WITH OTHERS
A concerted response for greater impact is needed in order to counter Russia’s 
growing use of history as an instrument of influence. There is a clear common 
interest for the Nordic, Baltic and Polish (NBP) states to act jointly, as national 
efforts rarely extend beyond the borders of the country in question. Russia’s 
history policy also seeks to delegitimise the targeted countries internationally 
and undermine their reputation and confidence. In a Swedish context, this is 
often referred to as the image of Sweden, indicating that it is a matter of national 
security.174 The same applies to Finland and other neighbouring states. The shared 
interest in this regard lies in cultivating a strong image not only of our individual 
countries, but of the region as a whole 

In the specific case of historical manipulation against Finland, a first step is to 
produce factual information for decision-makers, the media and the general public, 
in several languages, on the most abused narratives: the siege of Leningrad, the 
internment camps in East Karelia and what actually happened around the end 
of the war in 1944. Additionally, legal information is needed as a response to the 
Russian accusations of genocide and to clarify the misuse of the Nuremberg Trials 
and international law as legal precedents. Secondly, such documentation should 
be prepared for all historical issues in which the NBP states may expect Russia 
to exploit history. Another measure involves building up research programmes 
that digitalise, translate and publish key documents (such as the Secret Additional 
Protocol of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, Soviet archives on the Winter War, 

174   Madeleine Sjöstedt, ‘Sveriges rykte är en fråga om nationell säkerhet’, Dagens Nyheter (DN Debatt), 
25 August 2025. Retrieved 3 October 2025 from https://www.dn.se/debatt/sveriges-rykte-ar-en-fraga-om-
nationell-sakerhet/

https://www.dn.se/debatt/sveriges-rykte-ar-en-fraga-om-nationell-sakerhet/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/sveriges-rykte-ar-en-fraga-om-nationell-sakerhet/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/sveriges-rykte-ar-en-fraga-om-nationell-sakerhet/
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material from the Nuremberg Trials, etc.) in order to pre-empt Russian fabrications. 
This will make the evidence base more accessible on an international level.

NBP states can improve their collective situational awareness and coordinate 
statements more quickly, thereby making it harder for Russia to establish narrative 
control. To ensure faster reactions, historical manipulation needs to be integrated 
into systems signalling disinformation so that the testing or increase of narratives 
can be tracked and anticipated, thereby allowing counter-communications to be 
prepared prior to widespread dissemination of the narratives.

Cooperation within NATO and the EU can be enhanced, alongside development 
of partnerships with other, like-minded countries outside the EU, such as the UK, 
Canada, Japan and Australia. The more the same message is expressed, albeit in 
different voices, the more likely it is to have an impact. This increases the chances 
of reaching out to international journalists, organisations and decision-makers with 
accurate information so that they do not encounter Russian distortions of history 
without counter-narratives. Multiple countries presenting the same message is 
a strategic signal in itself and carries greater international weight than if each 
country acts alone. If Sweden reacts to Russian actions against Finland, this both 
demonstrates solidarity and facilitates the reception of the message in other 
countries. Joint diplomatic démarches, such as the summoning of ambassadors, 
could be coordinated more extensively in order to achieve greater impact. 

NBP countries should also strengthen their presence in global public diplomacy. 
A shared narrative about Russia’s neo-colonial ambitions can be framed in terms 
that resonate with populations in Africa, for instance, where Russian propaganda 
is active. Joint action in the UN, the EU and NATO is also important. Within the EU, 
NBP countries can also push for expanded sanctions lists and visa bans targeting 
responsible Russian actors – individuals as well as organisations – such as regional 
prosecutors, courts, the Russian Military Historical Society, propagandists, 
‘researchers’ involved in fabricated ‘excavations’ and others involved in Russia’s 
falsification of history. 

Furthermore, the OSCE, the Council of Europe and UNESCO should be used to 
highlight crimes against cultural heritage in order to develop norms and resolutions 
concerning ‘destruction of memorials as a threat to cultural heritage and security’. 
This elevates the issue from a bilateral conflict to a question of international 
norms.

At the same time, civil society must be protected; and this must include support 
for Russian historians and organisations that document abuses. Another important 
group is the Russian-speaking minority in various countries, as Russian propaganda 
is often legitimised by ‘defending Russians abroad’. Here, NBP countries can work 
proactively to include the Russian-speaking minority in historiography and memory 
culture, to reduce susceptibility to Russian narratives.

Collaborations between museums, archives and memory institutions in the Nordic, 
Baltic and Polish region and among Western partners can also be reinforced in 
order to protect vulnerable sites and narratives. Examples include joint days of 
commemoration, exhibitions or digital archives on Soviet abuses in Eastern Europe. 
One priority area is to ensure rapid and consistent documentation of all Russian 
incidents involving vandalism; through digitalisation and 3D modelling of memorials 
before and after destruction, for example. National vulnerabilities in respect of the 
protection of history need to be identified and addressed: museums, monuments 
and other historical sites require basic resilience planning.

Historical manipulation should also be incorporated into training and exercises, 
not least within the NATO framework, in order to build broader awareness 
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and preparedness. By combining fact-based counter-communication, legal 
countermeasures, protection of memory culture and international diplomacy, NBP 
countries can make it more difficult for Russia to weaponise history.

However, we need to move away from a reactive position and become more 
proactive. This requires a wide range of measures, from curricula in schools 
and popular education to funding historical documentaries, series on streaming 
services, podcasts, computer games, publication of literature and enhanced 
research that recounts history based on current knowledge and from a Nordic-
Baltic-Polish perspective. This is not just a matter of strengthening the resilience 
of our own populations. Russia’s historical manipulation operates simultaneously in 
three spaces: in Russia, against the NBP countries, and globally. 

This is why we need to enhance our ability to reach all three audiences – Russian 
citizens, our own population, and international audiences – where different 
interpretations of the past can be confronted and challenged on the basis of facts, 
transparency and democratic values. 
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